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TO THE 


READER 


Cour teou⸗ Readey, 


7 — DEN! Onſider the Law which God | 
Ac INES have given us for the Rule 
2 7 of our Lives, is both Poſitive 
* and Negative, and therefore 
our Obedience mu be ſuch; what need 
Poſitive Precepts, but to require Poſi- 
tire Practices, ſingle Prohibitions would 
have ſufficed for a Negative Religion; 
the Law is Holy in its Commands that 
concern God; and Juſt in what it 
Commands concerning our Neighbour; - |} 
and Good in what it Commands con- 
cerning Ourſelves, Rom. 7. 12. Look | 
to the Moral Law every - Negative 
Command has a Poltive Precept, take 
the . all along * ſpeak in 


whe . 
4 42 


” the Name of the Cord, and we ſhall © 
| find that ſtill enjoin Duty as well a6 


"T1 0 the Reader. 


forbid Sin, Dent. 12. 30, to the End, 


Take. bred that thou be not ſuarcd by. 
following the Nations that are defftroyed 


befare thee for their Sins, and that thou 
enquire not dfict their Cuus, ſaying, how 
aid theſe Nations ſerue ther Gods, even 


fo will Dy. do likewiſe. Here is Sin For- 


bidden : but mark alſo Nuty is Com- 
manded, What things ſocuer 1 command 


| you obſerve to do it; thou ſhall not add 


thereto, nor diminiſh from it. Nay, a 


' Copy of the Law both Poſitive and Ne- 
gative muſt be written out by the Magi- 
ſtrate” that they might ebſerve it, and 


it was alſo written in 4'Book: by Moſes, 
and put into the Ark, as 4 Witnefs 


againſt the Myaclites, if they ſhould nor 


obſerve it, Deut. 1 24, 2, 26. and 
1v10 


* 
; 
7 


Joſhua ſucceeds in | his charge 
over them, and in his Commands to 


them both Affirmative and Negative, 


Joſbua 23. 7, 8. Samuel follows after 
and ſpeaks the ſame Language, 


* 
* 
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* 
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_ the Lord uith all your Heart,” fear zin, 


aud ſerve him in Truth, aud turn yt not 


7 
- 


aſide, fer then ye ſhould ge. aſter wan - 


Things,. ulich cannot profit, or deliver, 
far 'they are vain, 1. Sam. 12. 20, 21. 
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- To the Reader. 


writes after his Father's Copy, in the 
very Qualification of thoſe whom he 
intreats Mercy for, If the Sir, and af- 
trrwaras bethink themſelves, and turn from 
rhrir Sims, and return unto thee witha} 


their Heart, and withal their Hul, then 


hear thou from Heaven, thy Dwclling- 


PFlace, and forgive them, 2. Chron. 6. 


36, 37, 33, 39. Jab calls on Men 
te forſake thtir evil ways and thoughts, 
and return” unto the Lord, Th, 55. 7, 


8, 9. Jeremiah, erieth to the People, 


not to oppreſs the Futberleſt and Widows, 
nor the Siranger ; and alfo, to execute 


David doth the like, ” Depart from evil, 
aa, do good, Plalm 34, 14. Solomon 


true judgment between a Man and his 


Neighbour, (ere. y. 5, 6. So Ezekiel 
and the reft of the Prophets, Ezzk. 18. 


21. Our Saviour in his Expoſition of 


the Law, doth forbid what is Evil, 


and commands what is Good, Mat. 


5. 43, 44: and the Apoſtle St. Par! 
commands, not to be conformed to the 
World, there is the, Prohition; bur to 
be transformed by 1 reucuin of our 


minds, proving what is the good and per- 
felt will of Cod, there 18 the Precept. | 
Rom. 12. 1. 2. Again, Put off the Works + 
of Darkneſs and put en the” Armour vf 

. Fig AY, Light, a 


þ Yo-1b& Ready. + - 
* FF. Put off tbe old 
Man which. is corrupt according to his 
deceitſul Luſts : And put on the neu Man, 
Which after God is created in righieouf- 
neſs, and true holineſs, Epheſ. 4. 22, 
23 24. Lye not one to another, bu 
Feat the Truth, The le St. Jan 
tells us, Religion confiſteth in Nega- 
tives and Pofitives, alſo James 1. 21, 
22, 26, 27. So 1. Feter 1. 14, 15. Thus 
we ſee through the Old and New 
- Teſtament the Mind of God by his 
eſſengers, to be Poſitive as well as 
Negative, and this Mind of his he 
hath ordained to be the Rule of our 
Hearts and Lives; and what ſhall we an · 
{wer when we ſhall be called to an ac- 
count for our diſobedience; to what pur- 
poſe is a Rule, if it be not followed, and 
to what end is the Penalty denounced 
againſt the ungodly, if it be not executed? 
and therefore thou muſt betake thyſelf 
to practical Godlineſs, or elſe diſown the 
Scripture far thy Rule and Square; thy 
Duty muſt at leſt in thy Deſires and 
Endeayours carry ſome Proportion to 
the Standard and Rule, or elle thy Reli -; 
gion ſigniſieth nothing. "©" 
So far à the beſt come ſhort .of 
keeping God's Law they Sin, For n 
; _— * . : a is 
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r a tranſre 7 Law, | 
3. 4. res at 1 the” 


'given to him asa Rule of Life, 


£3 5 


God 

Hath therefore qualified it with the 

properties of a Rule. 

- 1, A Rule muſt be eie and not 
[4 


def tive, The Lau of Lordi 16 prrjed, 
7 al. I9. 7. ad 

2. kale mut be Pils Ft 
dark, Prov. 8. 9. All her ways av plats 
er 5 Rules — be puſhed = 

ule-mu 

knows, otherwiſe it is a fle to in- 
trap Men ; God hath proclaimed his 


Law, the Command is not r * from 


thee, nor far off,” Deut. 30. 11. Ir i, 


not in Heaven, "that thou Boule, ſay, 


Who ſhall go 15 for us thither,” and fetch 
it thence, that we may hear and do it? 
nor beyond the Seas; but the: Word is 
very nigh unto thee, in thy Mouth, and 
and inthy Heart, Verſes 12, 13, 14 that 


thou mayeſt do them. | 
4. A Rule is that by which Min | 
ſhall be judged, ſo is the Law #Rule, 


Jobn 12. 48. The words that I have ſpo- 
ken, faith. Chirſt, ihe ſame fball judge 
you at the Laſt- Day : The Las 54 the Lord 
10 berſelt, Pſal. 19.7. * 

8 ; as . L It 


"As 


DT the Reed, 


10 2 
. It diretts the whole Man, a 
ves: Laws t@ all the powers of the 

1 and parts of the Body; it directs 
us abut eur Bodies, and. outward | 
Converſation ; it commands to preſent 
our Bodics a living Sactrfice to Cod, Rom. 
18. 1. And the Members of our Re- 
dies as Inftruments of Righteouſneſs 
unto Holineſs; it binds the Eyes, Ears, 
Tongue, Hands, Feet, all the Mem- 
bers ts their Good - Behaviour; it allows 
Not any Fart to be abuſed to pr hane- 
neſs, pb 1. Halm 119. H. —ç 
36, 31. Plain 34- 13514 4 * — 
153, 16, 1. It dir 
Souls, the Law of ofthe rd ig — — 
verting the. Hul, Pfal.' 19. 7. It e angeth 
the Nature 'of the Soul, and. opens the 

He of it, und turns it from Darknt/s 

to Ligb.; and from the power of Satay 
a Cod, Acts 26. 18. It directeth the 
Mind to. learn the Knowledge ef God, 
as the fr t Treaſure, and choiceſt 
Portion; .; only Happineſs . Of. the 
. Due — Chron, 28. 9. Anil thou 
/- Solomian, my Son, know thou the God 
1 thy Father, and ſerve him with- 4 a per- 
ad ith 2 willing Mind; fot. 
Werheſt all Hearis, aua wider 
Haureth all the Imagination: of Tf lr, 
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revealed Will of God; 
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but- if thou forſake him he will caft thee 
for ever. It directs the Will to cheoſe 
this God for it's ſuitable, | ſatisfying, 
and everlaſting Felicity. Hal. 73. 23. 
It forbids inordinate Deſires after or 
delight in ſubhanary Vanities, ' and 
commands Moderation in our love to 
all created Comforts, Let your Mode- 
ration be known to all Men; the Time 


ir ſhort, let them that haue Wives, be 


as though they bad none, 1. Cori 7. 29, 
30, 31. It enjoins. our Love in the 
greateft degree to be placed on the 
worthieſt Object, Thou ſpall love the 


Lord thy God with all thy Heart, and 


all thy Soul, Math. 22. 37, It keeps 


all the unruly Paſſions within their 


proper Banks and Bounds, and preſerves 
the ſuperior and inferior Faculties in 
their proper Places. * e 
2. As it directs the whole Man, ſo 


it ditects to every part and paſſage of 


this Man's Converſation ; wa reed ne- 
ver to be. at a loſs for a Rule or at 
a ſtahd what to do, if we Wilf ut uſe 
Diligence td know and ꝓnderſtand the 


| ai directs us in t Caltngs, 
whether Magiſtrates, Miniſters, Tradeſ- 
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- Chriſtian 
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men, and Soldiers, Luke 3. 14. it di- 


rects us in our Relations, as Huſbands, 
Wives, Parents, Children, Maſters, and 
Servants, Ephe. 5, Chap. 6. Col 3, Chap. 
4 It directs us in all Conditions how 
to demean ourſelves, in Proſperity to 
be joyful, in Adverſity to conſider how 
God hath ſet the one _ the other, 
in Afflictions to be Patient and Pray- 
erful, and more ſtudious of a right Im- 
provement of them, then of Deliver- 


ance out of them under Mercies it 
direts us to be thankful — 


the more chearful in his Service, and 


faithful in the uſe of our Talents, 
for the hanour of our Maſter; it 
directs us in our Thoughts, Jer. 4. 14. 
Words and Works, Prov. 4 24, 26. 
jt diredts in us our natural Actions, as 
Eating Drinking, and Sleeping, 1. Cor. 
10. 31. 77 2. 12. in our civil Cons 
yerfations,' Fam. 5. 13. how to hear, 
how to receive, 1. Cor. 11. For whoſe 
looketh into the perfect Law of Liberty, 
aud. cantiniteth therem, he being not a for- 
getful rarer, but a doer of. the Work, 
this Min fball. be Bleſſed in his Deed, 
ames 1. 2% The Scripture tells us, 

that a true ian minds both Parts 
of the Law, its commanding Part ag 
W285 
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10 the Reader. T1 
well as its forbidding Fart; when the 
Scripture. ſpeaks of Davis Goodneſe, 
it tell us, that he ſerved the Will of 
God in his Generation, not only his 
forbidding Will, but his commanding 
Will, Aa 13. 36. when 70 is com- 
mended as a Gedly Man, he is ſaid 
to eſchew Evil, there 'was his Negative 
Holineſs, and to fear Cod, there was 
his Poſitive Holineſs, Fob 1. 8. the 
Pſalmiſt deſcribes the. Happy Man by 
his Holineſs both Ways: © 
1. By way of Negation, Bleſed it 
the Man that wwalketh not in the Coun- 
jel of the Ungodly, that committeth not 
Wickedneſs, which is the Conſultation 
of the ungodly ; nor ſtandeth in the way 
of Sinners, that goeth not on with 
eaſure in any Courſe of Prophan- 
neſs ; nor fitteth in the Seat of the Srornſul, 
that hardneth rot his Heart againſt Ad- 
vice and Admonition. * | 
2. By way of Poſition, But his de- 
liebt it in the Law of the Lord, and in 
that Law doth be meditate Day and 
Night, his Affections to the Law ard 
bis Meditation in it are both Poſitive, 
and without theſe the Man could nei- 


ther be holy, nor happy, he might 


have been able to ſay, I have not walk- 
7 pp 
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fate in the Seat of the Scornful, and 
yet been a Wicked and Curſed Man: 
for Negatives neither ſpeak nor make 
Man holy; it is a Poſitive Quality that 
gives Being, Perfection, and Denomi- 
nation to Piety ; - therefore | Jebu is 


branded for a wicked Man, notwiſtand- 


ing all his Zeal againſt Baal, becauſe he 
took no heed to walk in the Law of 

the Lord, 2. Kings 16.:30, 3124. 
3. The Law which is the Rule of 
Religion, is Affirmativetas well as Ne- 
gative, every Man is ſo far perfect in 
hs Calling, or in any Art as he a- 
grees with his Rule, and every Man 
is ſo far Religious, and no farther, 
as he agretthewith the Will of Gad 

Revealed in his Word, which is the 
Rule of Religion Cal. 6. 16. As m 
as walk according to thin Rule, Peace be 
20 rhein. And now this Rule have 
Pofitive as well as. Negalive commands, 
nay, Allfnts Negative commands hath 
(as hath been ſnevvn beſore) ſome what 


Poſitive in them, and therefore . 
2 


tive HolineſFicannot be ſufficient; 

| that maketh not Conſcie ce of every 
Fart of Ged's' Law, may be ſaid o 
{8 | 72 | | * make 


—  , 


F Counſel ' of the ungodly, 
nor ſtood in the way of Sinners, nor 
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make Conſcience. of no Part of God's 
Low, every breach of the Law is 4 | 
diſhonour to the Law- Giver, Rom. 2. 23. 4 

he that denteth ungodlineſs_and Worldly | 
Luft; becauſe the pus forbids them, 
ſhould alſo live Rightcouſly, Soberly, and 
Godly, becauſe the Law +commands. 
them, Titus 2. 11, 12. Indeed all true 
eſchewing of Evil doth 8 out of 
Love to Good, ſo that he who doth: 
not delight in Good, and doth it, can- 
not eſchew Evil out of any; good Prin- 

ale obſerve the Rule, Ephe. 3. 23, 
24. 4 


= ww 


And be renewed in the Spirit of your 
Mind; which after God is created in Ricks. 
teouſneſt and true Holineſt. 

Ae of Information. 

If Chrift will condemn Men ſor 
Sins of Omiſſion at the Great Day, 
then it may inform us of the Juſtj-- ; 
and Righteouſneſs of Chria; t 3s 
ſaid of Chriſt,” that he Jeveth Rig tec. 
neſs and bateth Iniquity, Pfal, . 7, and 
that he all judge the 2 ti Highs | 
iht, Acts 17. 31, Herein it ap- 

1. Becauſe. he judgeth all according 
to Law, he will not condemn any for 
their Omiſſſon or Commiſſion, but o- 
cording to Law ; we count that Judse 


jualt 


=, ww ww ww” — . oi. 9 r 


juſt indeed that keeps the Law, and 


not e. any account ſwerves from it; 
0 


our Lord Jeſus, when he ſentenceth 
thoſe that neglect to feed the Hungry, 
and cloath the Naked, to ererlafting 
Fire, proceedeth according to Law ex. 
actly; the La condemneth for Omiſ- 
ſions, and not doing our Duties, as 
well as for Commiſſions, and abound- - 


ing in Wickedneſs, it ſaith Curſed i,“ 


every one that continueth not in all things 
written in the Book of the Lau, to do 
them, Gal. 3. 10. Obſerve, the Law 
curſeth thoſe that continueth not to 
do their Duties, as well as thoſe that 
do the contrary. | 8 
2. Becauſe he ſpareth no Sinners, 
he ſaith to All, Rich or Poor, Great 
or Small, Higk or Low, if Guilty of 
theſe Omiſſions, Depart from me into 
everlafting Fire, Mat. 2 5. 1. He is 
no reſpecter of Perſons, he ſpareth none 
for their Greatneſs and Strength, his 
Hand reacheth the talleft Cedars, and 
lucks up the ſtrongeſt Oaks, neither 
Power nor Majeſty can free or exempt 
Perſons from his Severity; if Princes 
and Potentates will omit their Duty, 
they mult” expect to feel his Fury, 
Fharoab, Feroboam, Abab, Nebuchaduc:- 
q 2ar, 


— 


4 T0 the Reade 
zu, und Herod, they might negleck their 
Daties to Men, and eſcape Puniſh- 


” it; 


7. 


. from Men, but could not neg- 
leit their Duty to God at ſo eaſy a 
Rate; as all their Sins are within 


the view of his Omniſcience, ſo all 


their Perſons are within the reach of 


his Vengence, and that will find them 


out to their Coſt, Neævel. 6. 15, 16. 


And the Kings of the Earth, and the © 
| Great Men, and the Rich Men, and the 


Chief Captains, ſball bids themſelves in 
the Dens, and in the Rocks of the Moun- 
tains :' And ſay to the Mountains and 
Rocks, falls on us, and hide us from the 
Face of him that ſetteth on the Throne, 


for the Great Day of his Wrath is come, 


and who ſhall be able to tand. 


3. Becauſe he ſpares no Sins, he. 


condemneth thoſe that live in Omiſ- 


* little Sins in the Imaginations of 
en 
he ſend to Hell thoſe that do not 
relieve the Poor, as well as thoſe that 
rob his People; he poureth out his 
Wrath upon them that do not viſit his 
Members in Priſon, as well as theſe 
that caft them into Priſon ; thoſe Sins 
that are little in the World's Eyes, have 
felt the heavy Weight of God's Wrath; 


as thoſe that live in Commiſſions ; 


the 
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| 
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16 To tbe Reader. © 
i the Man that gathered a few Sticks on 
the Sabbath-Day, was, deſtroy'd with 
Stones, Num. 1 Ne Omit- 
ing the Circumciſion of his Child, 
was like. to have loſt his Life, Exod. 
A. 24 Aaren's two Sons, Nadab and 
Abibu, neglected (as is ſuppoſed by Ex- 
poſitors) to fetch Fire from the Altar 
to burn their Sacrifices, and were de- 
ſtroy'd with Fire from Heaven, Lev, 
10. 2. the Tmpartiality of Chriſt is 
evident herein, that at the Great Day 
of Judgment he will bid the Civil as 
well as the Scandalous Sinners depart 
from him into everlaſting Fire Mat. 
r r 2 
+ He ſpareth none for their near- 
neſs to bim, he beholdeth them afar 
off that are very near to him, when 
they make bold to Sin againft him; 
Judges on Earth, may ſometimes (tho 
linfully) favour their Kindred in an 
Anrighteous Cauſe, but he judgeth other- 
wiſe, Though Coniah were tbe Signet on 
my Rigi Hand, Iwill pluck him thence, 
Jore 22. 24. Lſrael was the neareſt 
-ople to God of any in the World, 
Hal. 148. 14. with Den. 4. 7. and 
loſes Was the neareſt to God of any 


/ of the People of Hrael; yet they were 
| | excluded 
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that hale them bs 2 
* them to death, and the 
wa {Hem not in Priſon; 
0 of Men mofe thin 15 Five be 
p 2 differente between 5 U 
0 little means to know attd w 
m Nat bo, 
| 4 who ded the Adoption: 
is ö ani the giving of th? Law and 
ft Promifes, Rott. 9; 4 Thefe had greater 
4 Meats ad breite and therefore greater 
1 Writh and Severity,  Tribilation and 


Angniſh, Indignation 17 Wrath en tht Soul 
of cab Men that dot Evil, on, the 
Jo aan, aud 1 . the * Roto. 
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be 
18 Ia tbe Reader, 
2. 9. You only baue I known of all the 
Families of the Earth, therefore I will 
puniſh yon for all your Iniquities, Amos 
. 2. He will diſtinguiſh between 
ews and Chriſtains that live under the 
Goſpel ; Omiſſions are more tollerable 
and leſs puniſhable among Heathens then 
Fews, and among Jews before Chriſt's 
eoming, then thoſe Fews that lived un - 
der- the Goſpel, ſaw Chris Mi- 
1}! - racles, and heard his Sermons, with 
Iii thoſe Chrift:ans that enjoy'd the Goſpel 
| Mat. 11, 21, 22, 23. It will be more tol 
ifs  lerable for Tyre and Sidon then for Co- 
If rain and Bethſaida, and for Sodom 
and Gomorrah then for Capernaum, 


| Becauſe theſe lived under the greater 
| Light and Helps, and yet continued 
in the neglect of Faith and Repentance; 
he will not puniſh thoſe .that omit 
their Duty ignorantly, when they. are 
diligent to improve what - Advantages 
they have for Knowledge. ſo ſeverely, 
as he will thoſe who neglect their 
Duties knowingly ; God expect a Life 
anſwerable. to that Light which he 
hath given us, and if we impriſon his 
Truth in -unrighteouſneſs, we provoke 
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| him in the higheſt degree, He that know- 7 
1a i his Maſter's Will, and doth it not, ſhall m 
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riper; remember 
to watch againſt what is evil, and alſo 
to do cn k for with ons Sacrifice God is 


pleaſed, 1 
4 ef of Information. | 
If Chrif will condemn Men at the 


Great Day for Sins of Omiſſion, for 


not viſiting the Sick and Impriſoned, 
and not reljeving the Hungry and 
Naked; then it may inform us, that 
nothing ſhort of practical Godlinę ſs will 
ſpeak a Man's eſtate ſafe at This Day, 
or fore-fpeak his eſtate to be comfor- 
hat Day; the want of this 
is the Cauſe of theſe Men's Condem- 


Saints, they mi peak them fair to 
their Face, bi Fg be fed, be ye 


_ gloathed, they might wiſh them well, 


they might honour and reſpect them, 


as Herod did John the Baptiſt for his 


Preaching, By yt aw Rae they were void 
of this pra 


them not where-with to be fed and 
gloathed, they are baniſhed the Pre- 
ſence of Cbrift, and adjudged to the Curſe 


and Company of Devils, Mat, 25. 41. 


1. Great Gifts and Parts will not dp 
without this practical Godlineſs, a Man 
may have choice Natural Abilities, rare 

b 4 acquired 


nation ; they * ht forbear injuring the 


ical Godlineſs, Aide gave 
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aus and Religious, yet how wicked was 


10 


Tree (a fignof Fruit) nat ch Fruit itſelf, 
re is a vaſt difference between Leaves 
we Fruit; the Pharifees were great Pro- 
sfors, whpre-gver they went would be 
be known for Perfons extraordinary Pi- 


their State, Mat. 3. 20. Except your righ- 
teouſneſs exctrd . the righteouſneſs D the 
Sirabes and Phariſees, ye Huli mot enter in. 
ta. the Angdept of raves! And how 
freadiul is. their 5 tony: Mis to you 

Omiſſions, meg lect : the gleat 


1 Faith, Mat. 23. 23. and what evi- 
ence. is there of the Truth of Faith 


Where Obedience is wanting, bon nb 


thou baſ/t. Faith, ſhew me thy Faith by H 
Works, by thine Obedience, Jam. 2. 18, 
A Faith is the principal of all true O- 


bedicnce 


1 


in Omiſſions, ye ent 
Things of the Law, Judgment, Mercy, 
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bedience, ſo Obedience is the evidence of 
true Faitt 1 


. \ 
- 3. Great Priviledges with ſeeming 
Performances will not do without this 
ractical Godlineſs, they who had the 
Tabernacle, Temple, Ark, Covenant, 
and Promiſes, for want of this were de- 
ſtroy'd; the Ark could not preſerve them 
from the Philflines afterwards when 
they neglected practical Godlineſs, 1. Sam. 
10, 11. The Temple could not protect 
them, God bids the eur go and fee 
what he did to his Place at Hilo for 
their Iniquities, he made them Monu. 
ments of his Fury, who had been par- 
takers of his Mercy, when they neglect. 
ed this practical Godlineſs. ; how meanly 
doth diſcourſe of ſeeming  Obe- 
dience to his own Inſtitutions, when this 
is neglected, tho they had his own Stamp 
upon them, and were ſigns of the ſweeteſt 
Sacrifice, and the moſt acceptable ſervice 
imaginable, -and he had often taken de- 
light in them, yet when they had left of 
to do well, obſerve his Language about 
them, To what purpoſe is the multitude of 
your Sacrifice to me, ſaith the Lord: Bring 
no more vain Oblations, Incenſe is an Abo« 
mination to me, your new Moons and appornt- 
d Feaſts my Soul batheth, I cannot bear 
# 1 them 
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this Verſe 17, Learn to do well, ſeck jude- 


within yourſelves we have Abraham to our 
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but what Council doth he give them ? 
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them Iſa. 1. 13, 14. What ſtrange expreſ- 
fions are here of his own Inſtitutions, 


but what is the Reaſon ? truly the lack of 


ment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge the caſe c 
the Tarberleſt, and — for the Wits, 
And how doth he beat Men off from 
truſting in their Priviledges, as of no ad- 
vantage without this practical Godlineſs, 
Think not — Fobn the Baptiſt) to ſay 


Father; this was a great Priviledge, for 
with him and his Seed was the Covenant 
made, and to them were Circumciſion 
and the Paſſover the Seals of it given; 


truly to mind practical Godlineſs, bring 
forth Fruit mect for Repentance; for all the 
great Priviledge in which you take fo 
much pride, and upon which you lay ſo 
much ſtreſs, yet you can never flee from 
Wrath to come, unleſs you bring forth 
good Fruit, Fruit meet for Repentance, 
ſuch Fruit as will ſpeak your Hearts to 
be changed, ſuch Fruit as is ſuitable to a 
renewed Nature, this, and this alone js 
practical Godlineſs; true Faith may be 
known by the Effects and Fruits of it, 
every Tree is known. by the Fruits; when 
the Spies returned from ſearching the 


Land 
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good Land, Sod the way ko ſerch 
and find out the zoodneſ3 of out Faith, 
is to bring forth of the Figs, © Powe» 
granates, aud Cluſters of Gra ; that 
by ſhewing them ts our Cotifcie 


we may be able to ſhy, ſurely our Faith 
and a tris Faith, "and theſe | 
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$9" play 7 #- ade the Fruits of 
feverwing from thy. ſacrid Limits nothing 
but Sin and Miſcry © Urant O Cod that 
we muy all amend: bur Livis, and become 
new Crutures; $ubieh grant rd r thy mfi- 
tte Mere. Sake, throagh the Merits of 
Jen Criſt, our ah Lord and Sax 
Yes: Amen. ö 
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W boſcever committeth Sin, tranſ- 
greſſeth alſo the Law : For Sin 


a + the rranſgrelſon of the Lax. 


bk 0.5 OD Almighty who is the ſole 

Creator and Governor of the 
World, hath alone an abſo- 
kd Jute Dominion over the Souls 
of Men; he hath the Legi- 


ſlative Power in his Hand, to bind to 


the Performance of what Duties he pleaſ- 
eth, which carry no Repugnaney in 
them, to the Divine Nature and Good- 
neſs of God ; hence ariſe all thoſe po- 

ſitive Laws of God which we have 
in the Holy Scripture; for God's end 
in written his Law was, that Man 
ſnould have a Copy of Divine Canons 
by him, that he might therein read 
What his Duty was to bis Maker, 


for God intending to bring Mankind 


to happineſs by Conditions of his own 
appointing, hath laid down many: po- 
ſitive Precepts, dune Men to the per. 


— 
* * 
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Cay 


| formance of thoſe Things as Duties, 


which are commanded him ; but where 
we find no Command for Performance, 
there the Omiſſion is no Sin, and where 
we find no Prohibition for Forbearance, 
there the Performance can be no Tranſ- 

reſſion. Man's Obligation to any 

hing as Duty, preſuppoſeth theſe two 
Things on his part, from whoſe Au- 


thority he derives his Obligation. 1. 


Legiſlation. 2. Promulgation. — 

1. There mult be a Legiſlative Power 
commanding it, which if it reſpect on- 
ly the outward Actions of a Man in a 


Nation imbodied by Law as the Su- 


preme Magiſtrate, but if the Obliga- 
tion reſpect the Conſciences of all Men, 
direly. and immediately, then none 


have the Po ver to ſettling any Things 


as an unjverſal ſtanding Law to all 
Nations, but God himſelf; who as a 
Father of Spirits, hath Dominion over 
the Spirits and Souls. of Men; but 
where this Legiſlator hath not thought 
fit. to limit us by Law, there is no tranſ- 
greſſion for Hin. Rom. 4. 17. 
2 Beſides Legiſlation, another Thing 
neceſſary to Man's Obligation to Duty, 
is a ſufficient Promulgation of the Law 
made, though before Promulgation, 
there be the Grounds of Obedience 
on Man's part, yet there muſt be a 
g | pal; 
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particular Declaration of the Law, 
whereby Man is bound in order to the 
determination of his Duty, therefore the 
Apoſtle ſaith, they that have not the Law, 


that 1s, the Promulgation of the po- 
ſitive Law of God, Hall be judged wnh- 


out Law. Rom. 2. 112 

This Promulgation is abſolute neceſ- 
ſary in Poſitives, ſo that unleſs there 
be a ſufficient Promulgation and De- 
claration of the Will of the Law-giver, 
Man's Ignorance is excuſable with 
reference to them, and ſo free from 
Guilt, and obligation to Puniſhment ; 
for where there is no Maniteſtation 
of a Law, it is all one as if there were 
no Law at all, and where no Law 
is, either in Being, or Manifeſtation, 
there is no Tranſgreſſion. 
Now God Almighty hath been pleaſ- 
ed to give Laws to the Sons of Men, 
and to ſuper-add Divine Holineſs enfore- 
ing Precepts, with Promiſes, Prohibi- 
tion, with ae pore thofe Laws of 


God's which are perpetually Obligatory, _-- 


are laid down ſo plainly, that they that 
have their Senſes exerciſed, may eaſily 
diſcern the Mind of God; God's defire 
in the Promulgation of his Will, is 
that we may know and obey it: God's 
making Laws were in vain, if he did 
not declare them, if this Declaration 
F,, 
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5 L . 
were e Obſcure and Uncertain, it were no 
Declaring and Revealing, | 'but rather 
Concealing, now when it hath pleaſ- i=l 
ed God to make a Law, and have Pro- 
claimed it, and plainly "Revealed it, if 
we tranſgreſs this Law we Sin, for Sin 
is the trangreſhon of a Law. There 
are two Things which ſhould prevail 
with us not to commit Sin. 

Firſt, Our Love of and Relation, to 

God; if we love God we ſhould keep 
his Commandments, for this is the 1 
Love of God, that we keep his Com- 
mandments ; and our Relation to God, 
as Sons, .layeth a further Obligation, 
We are Children of God, and ſhould 
not violate the Laws of our Heavenhy 
Father, for he that committeth Sin is 
of the Devil, for the Devil ſinneth from 

the Beginning. 

Secondly, Our awe and reverence of 
the Law of God, and thoſe threats that 
are ſuper- added, and. threatned to be in- 
flicted on the violaters of it, for who- 
ſoever committeth Sin tranſgreſſeth 
alſo the Law; this Word alſo, diſco- 
vers, that this is an Augument ſuper- 
added to thoſe before mention, he that 
ſnngth doth not only diſcover want of 
Love to God, and doth that which is 
unbecoming 2 Child of God, but he 
tranſsreſſeth alſo = Law of God. 
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In which Words you have, 1. a Pro- 
poſition, which is this, Whoſcever com- 
mitteth Sin, 2. the Reaſon or Confi mas 
tion of this Propoſition, for in is the 
tranſgreſſion of the Lau; that I may 
take in both theſe, and give you a 
elear and full Account of this Scrip- 
ture, I ſhall obſerve this Method. | 
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OL CHAP.I. 
1. Loy lun Rea Propeſit tions for ba 


cat ion. 


Aist. I begin with thoſe. 158 
poſitions which muſt be laid down 
in. order to- the Explication of the 
Words, and to clear the Paſſage in 
unfolding thoſe Caſes I have propound- 
ed. The firſt concerns the Extent 
and. Latitude. of the Text in- that ex- 
tenſive Word, Wheſorver, and it is this, 
that ever Man of whatſoever, High 
or Low, Bond or Free, Converted or 
Unconverted, if -he tranſpreſs God's 
Law, he Sinneth, neither God nor 
his Law hath any Reſpet of Perſons: 
Some there are that ſay, that the Con- 
verted Sin not in Deed, they do Not 
make tfat their Work and Trade; it is 
contrary to their new Life and Mo- 
ow; yet they ue not in bi World 

fo 
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10 privileged as not to Sin at all. St. 
Jon who was no wit Inferior to any 

of the Apoſtles, and had a larger ſhare 

than the reſt in his Maſter's Affections, 
put himſelf into the Liſt, If we ſay that 
de have no Sin, we decerve ourſelves, and 
the Truth is not in us, 1 John 1. $, 9. That 

Light and Spirit that tells People that 

they are perfect and Sin not, is Dark and 


Diabolical; and what need Conſeſſons 


if no Commiſſion of Singg what nee 
is there of an Advocate ft r 
and Propitiation for our Sins, if there 
be no ſinning; ſo that converted ones 
Sin, but tho they Sin God ſees not 
Sin in them, ſay ſome. He' doth not 
approve of it, nay, he diſlikes It more 
in them then others ; yet if they Sin he 
muſt needs ſee it, ſeeing he puniſheth 
them for it, therefore whoſoever ſinneth 


trangreſſeth God's Law); the Law was 


not; made for à righteous. Perſon; nor 
for Sinners in its, primary. Intention; 
as to its Condemnation and Puniſhment; 
but in its primary Intention their re: 
ſtraint, to keep them from Sin ànd from 
Puniſnment: To ſay that God made 
Laws to intrap poor Mortals that 
they might tranſgreſs them, and ſo be 
brought to eternal Puniſhment; is to 
ſay that.,G6d deſigns; ik not defires; 
th Death» of” Sitiners, It is true in 
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the Father 


deed. 


C7 ) 
deed, the Law ſhall prove a judging and 
condemning Law to impenitent and 
unbelieving Sinners, but it was no more. 
God's Intention to condemn Men in 
the publiſhing of the Law. by Moſes, 
then it was, his purpole to condemn 
Men by the Goſpel, which will be a 
ſaver of Death to all that diſpiſe it; 
the Law would Curſe none if it were 
not for Sin; whoſoever they be that 
Sin, do tranſgreſs God's Law, and 
bring themſelves under the curſe and 
puniſhment of the Lax. 

2. The next concerns the nature of 
Sin, not only to do that evil which 
the Law prohibits, but to omit the 
doing. of that good, which the Law 
commands, is a tranſgreſſion. Sin con- 
ſiſts in want of conformity, as well as 
contrarity to God's Law Some Peo- 
ple conceit they are good enough if 
they do no harm, be not injurious 
to their Neighbour, eſcape the com- 
mon pollutions of the World, but this 
Negative goodneſs will not ſerve their 
turn, the barren Fig-tree was curſed, 
not for its fruitfulneſs in bad, but 
tor barrenneſs of good Fruit, Mat. 21. 
19. The unprofitable Servant was call 
into outer darkneſs, not for abuſing, 
but not uſing and improving his Ta- 
lent. It is not enough to refrain from 
B 4 Sia 


CER. 
an! oñ the Lord's ſeventh Day Sabbaffi; 


which is not to be done on any Day, 
or from, worldly Impliments and Re- 


creations which are- lawful on other 
9, büt ybu - niuſt alſo be imploy'd 
blick and private Exerciſes bf 


God. s. Worſhip; we muſt 2 only 
forbear the Elf 
7 but perform that Good which 


the Law requires ; therefore we have 


a general diſtribution of the Commands 


into the Duties to be done, and Sin 
to be avoided, becauſe the Lav is tiven 5 


to us as a tulle of Life. 8 
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To h know the nature and -differanct- bee. 
tucen Affirmative and Negativ: Prev 


 Fepts, Jou have two Rules, 
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A Fiirniative precepts bind 9 20 
but not at all times, tho? 


are obliged to the thing, yet the thing 


being capable of different Circumſtandes 
of Time and Place, and intetſervin 
of other Puties, we are not at all times 
obliged: I am obliged to the duty bf 
Prayer and Praiſes; Hearing and Read- 
ing and giving - Alms, but not at all 
time, for if at all times I am obliged 
id any ont Duty, all the other muſt 
be of mitted, 


that the Law pro» 
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2. Negative Precepts bind always; 
and at all times, for we are at all 
. tinies obliged to abſtain from Idolatry, 
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S. 2 . - 
z. Theè next Propoſit ion tohcerns 
the nature of a Divine Law. A Divine 
Law is that which layeth an Obligation 
upon Conſcience; to do or not to do, 
rounded” upon that abſolute. Power 
Jod hath to- Command or Prohibit, 

general: A Law is that whereby any 
erſon lies under a neceſhty of do- 
ing; or omitting; or ſuffering a thing 
to be, or elſe hath a lawful Authori- 
ty of doing, is that which is juſt and 


righteous; Whatever is juſt, Men have 


right to do it; a thing may be faid 
to be juſt more generally as it ſignifi- 
eth any thing that is lawful; or in 
more reſtrained Senſe, when it ſignifi- 


eth ſomietHing; that is equal and to an- 


other. In this latter Senſe are the Laws 
of God chiefly to be taken, as that 
which is lawful and equal, either hay- 
ing, an innate goodneſs; as the Law 
of Nature, or as being good and juſt, 
beeauſe commanded by him who is 
Holy; juſt, and good, as the poſitive 
Laws of God. PF ies )' 
4. It is not the tranſpreſſion of any 
Law that is 2 Sinz but the gy 
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on of God's Law. Man's Law may 
dmetimes be tranſgreſſed without Sin, 
ea, it is a Sin not to tranſgreſs it, but 
is is only when it contradicts God's 
Law. | | | 2 
5. It is not the tranſgreſſion of one 
only, or more of God's Laws that is a 
Sin, but the tranſgreſſion of any of 
God's Laws, natural or poſitive, whe- 
ther it be good in its one nature, or 
good becauſe commanded, whether it 
be Precept or Prohibition, great or little 
reſpecting God or Man, firſt or ſecond 
Table; we muſt not be Partial in God's 
Law, for he that ſaith; Remember the 
bbath Dey to keep it holy. Six Days 
halt thou. Labour and do all thy, Work, 
but the [age Day is the Sabbath of the 
Lord thy: God, in it thou (halt not do 
any Mert; ſaith alſo, Thou halt not 
commit Adultry, thou ſhalt not Steal. 
6. It is the tranſgreſſion of a Law 
by a rational. Creature, Beaſts have 
no Law, when. they do things good they 
are not to be commended, becauſe led 
by Inſtinct, which comes by Nature; 
they are not to be. diſcommended for 
doing ill, becauſe not committed 
againſt a Law, but it is Man that is 
only capable of tranſgreſſing God's Law, 
he being a reaſonable Creature, able 
to judge of the goodneſs or badneſs of 
| 2 things, 
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7. All Irregularities in | Thou; in 
Word, and Deed, in their habital 
and actual inclinations: are Sin; the 
Thought of PFooliſhneſs is Sin ; yea, 
ſo much of good or evil there is in 
Words; that by our Words we ſhall 
be juſtified; and” by our Words we ſhall 
by ebndetmned. As Inconſiderable as 
Words ſeem ts be; even among ſore 
that have a Gent Name for Holineſs; 
yet they may be condemned for warit 
df bridlinng their Tongues, Mat. 12. 363 
2 The wait of Conformity in our 
1 


earts and Natures to God's Law is 
n, ts well 4s actual Franſgreſſions; 
whatever way the Law is Tel in 
= earf, Expreſſions or Actons, it is Sin; 
the Law is Spiritual; Holy, Jul 
and Good, and reacheth the Heart. 

8. Every Sin is the Tranfgtefft on 
bf ſome particular Law, the Moral 
Law is ab the Predicaments in Logic; 
every term may be teduted to them 
ſo theſe Ten | Commandments are 
compleat and ſuited to their end, that 
all neceſſary Duties may be reduced to 
them, yet one can be reduced but to 
one Commandment, but in different re- 
ſpects to, many, interpretatively the 
iranſgyellu on of one is the * 
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of all, ſinning againſt; the Authority 
of God which Commands all, breaks 
ing that ſacted link that unites all, 
diſpifing that equity and goodneſs that 

er 2 


runs through all. 
9. Where there is no Law, there 
is no tranſgreſſion, it is a Law only 
which can oblige to Duty; they are 
guilty. of poſitive Superſtition who lay 
a: Doctrial neceſſity upon People to do 
thoſe things which God hath not com- 
manded; thus the Papiſts are guilty, 
they are guilty of negative Superſtition, 
ho command People to farbear the 
doing af ſome things as ſinful, which 
God hath not ſforbiden. Where me 
is a Law, and that Law in force a 
alive, there the Soul is obliged; but if 
abrogated, the Gonſcience doth not 
bring an Accuſation for the breach of 
it. This is the Reaſon of the non 
Obligation of the Ceremonial Law. I 
you would convince People of Sin, 
you muſt not only and clearly diſco» 
ver them to be guilty of the Fact you 
lay to their Charge, but produce ſome 
Law that their Fact oppoſetetn. 


r . a p 4 * 4 1 1 PF. 
CHAP, 
n $ . 
44 * * 


ys. 


Cr). 


een 
5 CHAP. III. 


What are thoſe Laws 0 God, 4 e ref- 

* 4 =; 10 Fin LY 4 f 
T HERE are two, ſorts of divine 
1 Laws. 1. The Laws 10 Nature. 
2. The poſitive Laws of G 
1. For the Law of Nature, This is | 
founded upon the intrinfial Nature 
of good and evil in the things them; 
labora: and the formal Reaſoꝝ of Man's 
Obedience to the Precepts of the Law, 
is the Conformity the Things com- 
mandeq have to the divine Nature and 
ro0dneſs.. Man's Reaſon is the chief 
nſtruments of diſcovering the Duties 
of the Law of Nature, but divine Re- 
velation muſt diſcover the poſitive Laws 
of God Ariftotle defines a natural Law, 
to be that which hath every where the 
ſame force and ftrength ; this the Scrip- 
ture calls the Law written in the Hearts. 
This Law, if we reſpect the extent and 
immutability of it, is called the Law 
of Nature, but if we look at the. O- 
riginal of it, it is a Divine Law. The 
Gentiles which have not the Law, that 
is, the poſitive Law of God, are a 
Law to themſelves, Rom. 2. 14. ſor the 
Jndiant and other barbgrous N be 
*% F Way 


« © 


(14) 

who never had the Scriptures, are not 

a lawleſs People without any Rule to 
* their A ions, for then how came 
they to de guilty of Traq(greſhon ? 
For where no Law is, there is no 
Tranſgreſſion; or how ſhould their 
Conſcience accuſe or excuſe if they had 
no Guide or Rule; but if we grant 
they had a Rule, then there is another 
Rule to humane ARiang beſides the 
written Word of God, and this 1 a5 
the Law of Nature, — Righteo 
neſs imprinted in their fiearts; which 
is as truly the Law of God, ſaid Dr. 
Sanderſor, as that printed in our Bibles. 

2. There is the poſitive Law of God. 
This is founded upon the Will "of God 
theſe have not any intrinſical inward 
goodneſs in themſelves, but therefore 

good becauſe commanded. That to 
2 am prohibiting one ſort of Fruit, 
it was only the Prohibition made it 
evil. God's Law to Abraham of Offer- 
ing his Son, it was only the Com- 
mand made it good, without that Com- 
mand it had been altogether evil. Hence 
we read of Zacarias and Elrabeth, 
Luke 1. 6. That they walked in all the 
Ordinances of God blameleſs ; theſe are 
called the Law of Commandments, ' 
Ca iſabon out of the Jewiſh. Rabbigs 
tells us this difference. Wer the 25 
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of Nature, and the poſitive Laws of 
God; the Reaſon of the Laws of Na- 
ture is evident, to Worſhip God, Ho- 
nour our Parents, and thoſe ſeven Pre- 
cpts of the Sons of Noab, which are 
theſe, 1. The Precepts to renounce Idots 
and all Idolatrous Worſhip. 2. To 
Worſhip the true God, the Creator 
of Heaven and Earth. 3. To commit 
no Murder. 4. Not to be defiled with 
Fornication, Inceſt, or other unlawful 
Conjunction. 5. Againſt Rapine, Theft 
and Robbery. 6. The Precept of not eat- 
ing Fleſh with the Blood. 7. Concern- 
ing Adminiſtration of Juſtice. Theſe 
Preceptę moſt of them are the ſame in 
Subſtance with the Commandments; 
and moſt, 1f not all, founded on the 
Law of Nature. The Reaſonableneſs 
of which was diſcerned by natural light, 
mentioned by Mr. Weems in his Ex- 
poſition of the Commandments. -- 
But of the poſitive Lawsy as Circum- 
ciſion, and he Paſcal Lamb, no Rea- 
fon can be given but the Will of God. 
The Law of. Nature perpetual oblig- 
eth, becauſe the intrinſical goodneſs or 
badneſs of Things varies not; the po- 
ſitive Laws of God are variable, he that 
made them can repeal them, this is 
the reaſon of the non Obligation of 
the Ceremonial Law. Rut the Judicial 
D Laws 


(16) 
Laws which are founded upon com- 
mon Equity, do oblige ſtill; and the 
fourth Commandment is not abrogat- 
ed, but continueth ſtill to bind us to 
the keeping of the ſeventh Day; Na- 
ture dictates thut God ſhould . be wor. 
ſhiped; the Law inform us What 
Day Aud Time to ſpend in his Worſhip; 
Grace mult. enable: us to perform that 
'Worthip on fhat Day. in a right Man. 
ner that God is te be Worſnhiped; and 
that ſome Time is to be -ſet-apart for 
his Worſhip Nature : iſcovers, but that 
one part of Time bf ſeven, more then 
one part of fix or eight is to be given 
to: God, Nature cannot dier; yet 
the general Confent of Nationꝭ as to the 
ſeventh Part AFpeak-fair to be the Voice 
of Nature. Yet granting = the ſe- 
yenth Part of. Lie was 
Law . yet it binds Feneutablg ecaule 
there is a ſtrong, yea, more rea ſon ſor it 
now then ever, to fanRtiſy then, the Sab. 
bath on the ſeventh Day, is nat a Cere- 
monial La abrogdteg, but the moral 
and per petual Law of God perfected. 
So that the ſame perpetual Command- 
ment which the 7:ws to keep the 
Sabbath on the ſeventh Day to celebrate 
the World's Creation, binds Chriſtians 

to ſolemnixe the Sabbath on the ſeventh 
| Pays in memorial of the Weges, Crea- 
120 
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ton and Redemption, for the fourth 
Commandment being a moral Law, 
requiteth the ſeventh Day to be kept 
iet dee ens 
And the, Morality of this, as of the 
reſt of God's Commandinents; is more 
. religioufly to de kept ef us under the 
Goſpel, than of the Jews untler the 
_ Ceremonial Law, by how much we 
in Baptiſm have made a more ſpecial 
Covenant with God to keep: his Com- 
tnandments ; and God hath. Covenant- 
ed with us to fres us from the Curſe; 
and to affiſt us with his Spirit to kee 
his Laws; and that this Command 
ment of the Sabbath, as well as the 
_ nine, 1 og a — 
lainly! by theſe reaſons. 
1. — 1 2 commanded of 
God to Adam in his Innocency; whilſt 
holding his happineſs not by Faith in 
I Chriſt's Merits, but by obetlience. td 
" | God's Law; he nedded- no Ceremony 
ſhadowing the Redempton, vf Chriſt, 
therefore the ſevenrh' Day Sabbath can- 
not be Ceremonal, but an eſſential Part 
of God's Worſhip, enjoined unto. Man 
when there was but one Condition al 
all Men; and if it was neceſſary for 
our firſt Parents 10 have a Sabbath. Day 
to ſerve W in their — 
e mue 
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much more need their Poſterity to keep 
the Sabbath in the State of their Cor» 
tion; and ſeeing God himſelf kept 
this Day holy, how can that Man be 
holy that doth willfully prophain it. 
2. Becauſe that as God by a perpe- 
tual Decree made the Sun, Moon, and 
other Lights in the Pirmament of 
Heaven, not only to divide the Day 
from the Night, but alſo to be for 
Signs, and for Seaſons, and for Days, 
and for Years, ſo he ordained in the 
Church on Earth the ſeventh Day for 
the Sabbath, to be not only the appoint- 
ed time for his ſolemn Worſhip, but 
alſo the perpetual Rule and Meaſure 
| of Time; ſo that as feven Days make 
a Week, four Weeks a Month, twelve 
| Months a Year, ſo feven Years make 
, 2 Sabbath of Years, and ſeven Sabbaths 
of Years a Jubille; and indeed the whole 
Life of Man is meaſured. by the Sabbath, 
| for how. many Years ſoever a Man 
liveth here, yet his Life is but a Life 
of ſeven Days multiply'd, fo that in the 
8 Number of Seven there is a miſtical 
1 Perfection, which our underſtandin 
cannot attain unto. All which divine Dif 


"1 — of admirable Things ſo often N 
y ſeven, calls upon us to a continued * * 
Meditation of the bleſſed ſeven, Day by. »V 
3 - | Sab- y-the 
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Sabbath, in knowing and worſhi ing 
God in this Life, that ſo from Sabbat 
to Sabbath, we may be tranſlated to — 

eternal glorious Sabbath of reſt and bleſs 
in the Life to come. By the Conſidera- 
tion thereof any Man that leoketh into 
the holy Scriptures may eaſily perceive 
that. the whole courſe of the World is 
drawn and guided by a certain Chain of 
God's Providence, diſpoſing all things in 


Number, Weight a0 Meaſure; all times 


are therefore meaſured by the Sabbath, 
ſo as Time and the Sabbath can never be 
ſeparated; as therefore David ſaith of the 
City of God, Halm 87. 3. ſo may I 
ſay 11 the Lord's ſeventh y. Sabbath, 
Glorious Things are ſpoken of thee. + 
3. Becauſe it was one of the Command- 
ments which God ſpake with his own 
Month, and twice wrote with his own 
Fingers in Tables of Stone, to fignify 
their Authority and Perpetuity, all that 
God wrote were Moral and Perpetual 
Commandments, and thoſe reckoned ten 
in Number. If this were now but an 
abrogated Ceremony, then were there but 
nine Commandments; the Ceremonials 
that were to be abrogated by Chriſt, were 
written all by Mo/es, but this of the Sab- | 
bath, with the otber nine, was written 
by: the Lord Rete were put into the 


Ark, 


353000000 
Ak were no Cerenbniaf Law vvds put, 
to neter that they Thoald be the per 
pebaal Rue of the Church; yet uch 
25 Hohe ecifd peffectiy fullfill and keep | 
but ny Hr! 65 17090. 81131 
„ Beeanke this Commnafdmient of the 
ö i As Matrimony was, inſtitut- 
ell 6f God in the State of Innoceney, 
ven there was but ene State of 411 
| Men, and therefore enjoyn'd to the 
' Getifil}1 as well as to the Y, ſo tat 
all Magiftrates and Houſholders Wee 
coœcmmanded to confirain all Strangers, 
as well as their own Subjects and Fa- 
| milies, te obferve the holy Sabbath, (as 
I | appears by« the (fourth Cormiatidinent, 
| and the Tractice of good Nehemiah : 
8 And ſeeme) the Gentiles" ate bound to 
|: Keep this COmmandment as well as the 
| Jews, it is no Jewiſh Ceremony, /a. 
56. 6. Nebe. 13. 17. And "ſeeing the 
ſame Authority. is for Marriage, à 
Man may as welt ſay that Marriage is 
but a Ceremonial Law as the Sabbath; 
and remember that when Marriage is 
but onte fermed the Covenant of God, 
b cauſe iniſtituied by God in de 
| beginning, Mat. 19/4 5. ſo the 


I 


Sakbath is every where called the Sab. 
bath. of the Lord thy: God, becntiſe Gr 
dained of God in the fame begin 

N, 8 SJ th 
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both of Time and Pbrpetuhy, rhere- 
fore not Ceremonial, Gem. 2: 3. Phe 
Corruption of our Nature found in 


the manifeſt oppoſition of wicked Men, 
and in the ſecret unwillingneſs of good 
Men to "Can Sj ſincerehy the Sabbath, 
ſufficiently demonſtratech that the Com- 
mandment ſor the Sabbath); is. Spiritual 
and Perpetual; © 

5. Becauſe the Lord himfetf\expound- 


oil} the end efytts Sabbath ro'de:a Sign 


forever between' him and his People, 
that he is their God by whom they 
are ſanctiſled, and therefore mult only 


of them be worſhiped, and upun pain 


of Death charged his People forever 


to keep this Memorial inviblatad Exod. - 
31. 1 


5 „14. Therefore the Sabbath is 
Moral and Perpetual ; what God hath 

7 ron ſanffified let no Man ever 
— — — or Prophane, 
As 10. 15. Upon this ground it is, 


' that the Commandment terms this Day 


the Sabbath of the Lord thy Gad 
and God himſelf calls it Is Hoh Day, 
Ja. 58. 13, 14. And upon the ſame 
ground likewiſe the Old Teſtament 


Saints conſecrated their Sabbath and 


Holy Days, to the Honour and Wor- 
ſhipof God alone To Dedicateè therefore 
the "Sabbath to the Honour of any Crea- 
C 3 ture, 
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- ture, is grofs Idolatry; fe 
makes it 2 
have the Sabbath to his H 
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doth vi u 23.37, 38, and 


20. Nebem. 9. * he Sabbath is put 
0 


for the whole rſhip of God; and 
our Saviour teacheth that we ſhould 


2 Worſhin the Lord our God only, Mat. 


4. 10. and therefore we ſhould kee 
the Sabbath to the Honour of G 
only; the Holy Scripture notes it as 


one of Ferobpams greateſt Sins, that he 


ordained -a Feaſt from the device of his 
own Heart, 1 Kings 12. 32, 33. And God 
threatneth to Viſit {frae! for keeping 
the Days: of Baalim, that is of Lords, 


as Papiſts do of Saints, Ho. 2. 13. and 


ſaith, "That ſuch forget him; and ſo 
indeed none are loſs careful in keep- 
ing the Lord's Sabbath, then they who 
are moſt Superſtitious obſervers of Men's 
holy Days; the Church of Rome there- 
fore commits groſs Idolatry ; 1ſt. In 
taking upon her to Ordain a Sabbath, 
which belong only unto the Lord of 
the Sabbath te do. 2dly, In Dedicat- 
ing thoſe Days to the Honour of Crea. 
tures, which in effect is to make them 
| g Gods. gdly, In tying to 
theſe Days God's Worſhip, Prayer, 
ag; and Merit. 4thly, fa exacting 

| £ on 
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on theſe Days of Men's Inventions, .a 
reater Meaſuer of Solemnity and San- 
tification, then on the Lord's ſeventh 
Day Sabbath, which is the Lord's Com- 
mandment. ac. | 
6. Becauſe Chriſt profeſſeth that he 
came not to deſtroy the Ten Com- 
mandments, and that the leaſt of them 
ſhould not be abrogated, and put an 
end to, in the New Teſtament, Mat. 5. 
17, 18, 19. inſomuch that he ſaith, 

| Whoſetver breaketh one of the leaſt of 
2 Ten Commandments, and teac heil 
en fo to do, he ſhall be called th: 
leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven But 
whoſorver ſhall do and teach them, the 

ſame ſhall be called great in. the King» 

dom of Heaven. Now the Moral Law 

|  commandeth the ſeventh Day to be 
| perpetually kept a holy Sabbath, and. 
| Chriſt himſelf expreſsly mentioneth the 
2 keeping of the Sabbath among his 
Chriſtians: At the Deſtru tion of Feru- 
ſalem about Forty two Years after his 
Reſutrection, by which time the Ce- 

| remonies were by the Apoſtles quiet 
aboliſhed in the Chriſtian Churches, 
and therefore Chriſt commanded his 

Diſciples to pray, That their Slight. he 

wot in the Winter, nor on the Sabbath 
Day, Mgt. 24. 20. Not in the Win- 
Ca ter, 
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fer! ber that by e of the coldneſs 
of whe: Weatt „and foulneſs of the 
Way, their light ſhould be the mo 
Pai and troubleſome. unto 5 
oe upon tl Sabbath, becauſe it would 
yore neyous to their Hearts, 4 
Day in tolling to ſave 
5 th —— the Lord hath urge 
ec to be ſpent in Hoh ixerciſes, 
comfort air Souls. Now if the 1 
ctifying of the Sabbath on the ſeyenth 
Day had been but Ceremonial, it Pad 
been no grief to have fled on this Day. 
no more then on any other Day 97 
the Week, but in that Chriſt doth ten- 
— ſo much this fear and grief of 
being driven to fly on the Sabbath Day, 
and therefore wiſheth his Diſcigles to 
pray unto God to prevent ſuch an oc. 
| cafjon. He plainly demonſtrates that 
the Sabbath is no abrogated Ceremony 
but a moral Commandment, confirm 
and eftablifhed by Chriſt among Chriſti. 
ans; and as he commanded them, fo 
Chriſtians prayed, ' and according io 
their Prayer, od, a little before the 
Wars began, warned by an Oracle all 
the Chriftians in N to depart 
thence and to go to Fella, a little Town 
beyond Jordan, and ſo to eſcape the 
Wrath of God that ſhould fall _ 
tnat 
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that City and Nation. If then a 
on ſhould not without grief af 
Heart fly for the fafety of his Life on the 
Lord's ſeverith Day Sabbath, with what 
Joy or Comfort can a true Chriftian 
neglect the holy Exerciſes of God's 
Worſhip in the — ſpend the 
greateſt part of the Lords Day in —4 

— and earnal Sports, or vile 

Efe ard ſeeing the Voſtruction of 
Terujalem was both a Type and an Af 

rance of the Deſtruction of the World} 
who ſeeth not, but that the holy Sab. 
bath muſt continue to the very end 
of the World,” | 

7. Becauſe all the Reaſons of 4 


Commandment are Moral and Perpe 


tual, and God have bound us to ths 
Obedience of this Commandment, with 
more forcible Reaſons then any of the 


reſt, Firft, Becauſe he did foreſes that 


irreligious and wicked Men, would ei- 
ther more careleſly neglect, or more 
boldly break this Commondment, than 
any other. Secondly, Becauſe that in 
the Practice of this Commandment the 
keeping of all the other conſiſteth, 

Wi wg makes God ſo often Complain, 
that All his Worſhip is neglected or 

ovet-thrown, when the Sabbath is ei: 


ther negleded or tranſgreſſed. W 


mould 


{ 
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' ſhould: do well to conſider, how often, 


and with what Zeal and Proteſtation 
God requireth all that will be his 


People to ſanctify the ſeventh — F 
e 


yea, how the God of Mercy, merci 

ly puniſheth the breach of this Com- 
mand with cruel. Death, as tho' it 
were the ſum of his whole Honour 


and Service. And it is certain, that 


he who makes no Conſeience to break 
the Sabbath, will not, to ſerye his 
turn, make any Conſcience to break 
any of the other Commandments, ſo 


he may do it without danger of Man's 


Law; therefore God placed this Com- 
mandment in the midſt of the two 
Tables, becauſe the keeping of it is 
the beſt help to the keeping of all the 
reſt ; the Conſcionable keeping of the 
Sabbath, is the Mother of all Nala 


and good Diſcipline in the Church; 


Take away the Sabbath, and let every 


Man ſerve God when he liſteth, and 


what will ſhortly become of Religion, 
and that Peace and Order which God 
will have to be kept in his Church, 
The Sabbath Day is God's Market- 
day for the Week's Proviſion, . where- 
in he will have us to come unto him, 
and buy of him without Mony, the 


Bread of Angels. and Water of 1 
the 
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the Wine of the Sacrament, and Milk 
of the Word to feed our Souls, and 
try'd Gold to enrich our Faith, preci- 
ous Eye Salve to heal our Spiritual 
Blindneſs. ' He is not far from true 


Piety, who makes , Conſcience to =_ 


the Sabbath Day; but he who can diſ- 

nce with his Conſcience to break the 
Sabbath Day for his own Profit or 
Pleaſure, his Heart never yet felt what 
either the fear of God or true. Religi- 
on meaneth. And ſeeing therefore that 


God have fenced this Commandment 


with ſo many moral Reaſons, it is e- 


vident that this Commandment it ſelf 
is Moral and Perpetual. 


8. The Examples of God's Judg- 


ments on Sabbath breakers, may ſuf- 


ficiently ſeal unto them whoſe Hearts 
are not ſeared, how wrathfully Almigh- 
ty God is diſpleaſed with them, v ho 
are willful Prophaners of the Lord's 
holy Sabbath. The Lord, who is o- 
therwiſe the God of Mercy, command- 
ed - Moſes to Stone to Death the Man, 


who of a preſumptuous mind, would 


openly go to gether Sticks on the Sab- 
bath Day; the Fact was ſmall, but his 
Sin was the greater, that for ſo ſmall 
an occaſon would preſume to break 
ſo great a Commandment, Numb. 15. 
29 36. 
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36. Nicquar offering to Fight againſt 
the . Fews on the Sabbath Day, was 
lain himſelf and Thirty five thauſand 
of his Men, Mac. 15. 27. Many other 
Examples of God's Judgments might 
be alledged, but if theſe are not -ſaf- 
| Kcient ta tertify thy Heart from the 
willful Prophanation of the Lord's holy 
Sabbath, if thou proceed in thy Pro- 
phanation, it may be tha Lord will 
make thae an Example, to teach others 
to keep his Sabbaths better; he 75 
eth ſome in this Lite, to ſignify how 
he will Plague all willful tranſgreſſors 
of his Sabbath at the Laſt Day. | 
Thus have I proved that the Com- 
-mandment for the Sabbath is Moral 
and Unchangable, but what confuſion 
are they in who ſay the Sabbath is 
changed, from the ſeventh Day to the 
firſt Day, and yet obſerve neither, but 
part of the firſt Day and part af the 
ſecond; for they begin their Sabbath 
at Midnight, when a good part of the 
firſt Day is ſpent, and they end at 
Midnight, when a good part of the 
ſecond Day is ſpent; and yet they will 
have this to be a Sabbath, yea, a firſt 
Day Sabbath. And thus we may ſec 
how Antichriſt have changed Time as 
well as Law, Dar. 7.25. a firſt Day 
5 Sabbath 
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Sabbath inſtead of the: ſeventh Day 
Sabbath, inftead of from Eyening to 
Evening, from Midnight to Midnight, 
when moſt are à ſleep, being not ſenfible 
of che beg beginning of Weir Sabbath, or of 
the of it. Therefore ſich as 
deſirè to 100% as God is Holy, 
1 Pet. 1. 15. muſt not only obſerye the 
ſeventh Day Sabbath, but begin this 
holy Day as G6d commanded, Leitl. 
23. 32. 7 have been the lonper on 
this Commandment, becauſe there are 
ſo many that oppoſe it ; ſome fay it 
is àa ſhadow, and put àn end to at 
the Death of Chriſt, and we are not 
ts keep it, and every Man may ſerve 
God When he pleaſe. Let Men in the 
defence of their Prophaneneſs object 
what they will, and Anſwer what 
the Devil puts in their Mouth, yet 1 
would have them remember, that ſee-* 
ing it is an ancient Tradition in the 


Church, That the Lords ſecond Coming 


ſhall be 19 the Lord's Snubduth, Laftan.” 
Lib. 7. Chap. 1. How Uttle oy they 
ſhould have to be taken in thofe car - 
nal Sports t6 pleaſe themſelves, when 
their Maſter ſhould find wem in Spi- 
ritual Exerciſes ſefving him; the Pro- 
phanieſt Wreteh would then Wiſh ra- 
tber to, be taken Kreeling at! Prayers 
1 * „ 
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in the Church, then skipping like a Na 


Goat in a Dance. If this cannot move rey 
ye, yet I'would wiſh our impuer Gal- PT. 
lants to remember, that whilſt they mi 


thus Dance on the Lord's Sabbath, Ge 
contrary to the Lord's Commandment, 
they do but Dance about the Pit's 


brink, and they know not which of me 
them ſhall; firſt fall therein, for no Ge 
reatneſs can exempt them from the ple 
engence of that great God; whoſe ani 
Commandment contrary, to their Con- del 
ſcience and Knowledge they do thus — 


preſumptuouſly tranſgreſs. 2. The Com- 

mands of God are moſt reaſonable for 

us to perform; Comformity to God's 

Law is a reaſonable Service, on a double 

account. 1 Becauſe it is the Service . 

of the reaſonable Faculties, the Com- | 

mands of God reaching the Heart moſt, 
as appears by our Saviour's Expoſiti- 

on of the Commandments, Mr. 5. 

The Service required is a. Spiritual Ser. 

vice, not lying in outward Obſervances, 

but in a ſanctified temper of Heart 

aud Mind. 2. Becauſe the Service it 
ſelf is reaſonable, the Commands of the 
Goſpel are ſuch, as no Man's Reaſon 
which conſiders them, can doubt of 
the Bxcellency of them. All Natural 
Worſhip is founded in the dictates of 
©" +: 988 Rong Nature i. 
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Nature, all inſtituted Worſhip on God's 
revealed Will; and it is one of the 
prime dictates of Nature, that God 
muſt be univerſally obey'd. Beſides 
God requires nothing but what is ap- 
parently our Intereſt to do, tending to 


the Honour and Advancement of hu- 
mane Nature. As for Prohibitions, 
God forbids nothing but what is dif. | 


pleaſing and diſhonourable to himſelf, 


and what doth diſhonour, defije, and 


deſtroy our Souls and Bodies; it is e- 
very ones Intereſt to take heed of Sin, 
which is the tranſgreſſing of God's Law. 


CHAP. IV. 


Why bath God given Laws to the Sons 
| | % Men? 1 


' OD have not given Laws to be 
XI Traps and Snars, nor on purpoſe 
that that they may be broke, and poor 
Mortals be brought under the lath of 
the Law, and be ſentenced. to Dam- 
nation; this is contrary with God's 
Nature, principle Attributes, Holi- 


neſs, Mercy, Juſtice; Sincerity, and 


with his revealed Will to! Mankind; 
but he gives Laws to Men to diſco- 
yer that undoubted Intereſt that he 
EUA N | hath 
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hith in, and ebelars Sohvie nty that 
[9 Have over the Sons df Meh. 

. To diſcover that undoubted Inte- 
| telt that God hath in us, his we ure, 
him we ought to ſerve and obey. A 
Father gives Laws to His Children, 
and expects Obedience, ſo doth God 
give Laws to us, and much more ought 
we to be iti Subjection to the Father 


of Spirits ard Life. I ain tht Lord 


thy God, is the Preface to the Ten Com- 
mandments, which teacheth' us becauſe 
God is the Lotd and our God and Re- 
deenter, therefore we are bound to keep 
all his Commandments; God have a 
right to us by Creation, Redemption, 
Preſervation; the Apoſtle ſaith, Je are 
hought with a Price; therefore glorify God 
in your Bodies and in Souls, which are 
- bis, 1 Cor. 6. 20. The truth of this 
right and title that God hath t6 us, the 
fullneſs of it; and the effect it ſhould 
Have upon us, you may ſee at large 
in Mr. Baxter's IT reatiſe of God's 
nino over Mn. 

2. God gives Laws to the Sons of 
Men to 2 — that abſolute Sovereign. 
ty that he hath over the Sons of Men; 
be is our Sovereign King, we ought 
to be his Abving loyal Subjects, and 
re his hohy- Laws. Gock's abſolute 


Dominion | 
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Dominion over us implies three things 


in it, 1. That he may diſpoſe of us 


as he-pleaſeth. 2. That he may rule 


us, and give us what Laws he pleaſe, 
3. That we owe him Allegance and 


Obediance. Our yielding Obediance to 
his Commands is more than a Profeſ- 
ſional owning him as our Sovereign : 
The Confideration of God's Sovereign- 
ty over us, teacheth us theſe three 


Things. 


1. That God's Authority, is the high- 
eſt Authority ; and that is not true Au- 
thority which is againſt him, or not 
ſubordinate to him ; therefore if any 
Man command thoſe things which are 
directly, or by neceſſary conſequence 


contrary to the Law of Nature, or the 


oſitive Laws of God revealed - in his 


ord, it is better in that Caſe to 


obey God than Man. | 

2. God's Sovereignty requires our 
Subjection; Subjection is the Conſent 
of the Will to be ſubject and obey ; 


our underſtanding muſt be ſubject tio 


his Do Frine, and reſigned to him 28 
teachable and tractable; when we know 
what is his Law and Will; we muſt 


reſt in it, tho? we know not the rea- 


ſon ol it, as Abraham did when he of- 
fered up Vaac his only Son, Gen, 22. 


We 
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We muſt ſubmit to the Wiſdom of 
the Infallible Law-giver, that cannot 
deceive nor be deceived. This is 
Eſſential to bur holy Covenant and 
Chriſtianity; when God is taken do be 
our God, we give up ourſelves to be 
his People 5 when we take him to be 
our King, we give up ourfelves to be 
his Subjects. £ 

3. Subjection muſt produce Obedi · 
ence; Subjection 1s the root of -Obetli- 
ence, and virtually contain it; Obedi- 
ence is the fruit of Subjection, and 
ſuppoſeth it; it is not calling God your 
King and Law-giver, but obeying him 
that will prove you his Subjects, Nox 
every one that ſaith, Lord, Lord, ſhall 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
be that doth the Will of my Father which 
4s in Heaven, ſaith Chriſt, Mat. 7. 21. 
This is, one reaſon of God's giving 
us Laws, to diſcover his undoubted 
Intereft in us, and abſolute Dominion 
„ 

1. God hath given Laws to the Sons 
of Men to keep the World in awe 
and order; the World cannot ſubſiſt 
without Government, and ne Govern- 
ment without Laws; hence it is that 

God have ordained Powers, and fub- 
ftituted Kings aud Emperors as his 


Vice» 
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Vicegerents on Earth, 


eee 


4.2 Mi 
„ and made it an 


indiſpenſible Duty ta be ſubject to them. 
The Reaſon. that moved God Almighty 
his Sovereign Lord- 
| y right of Creation, 
by which he may order and diſpoſe. of 
them at Pleaſure; and partly the great 
Love he bears to humane Society, which 
his Infinite Wiſdom faw could not be 
well maintained, if every Man ſhould 
be left to himſelf ; hereupon God have 
ordained it, and made it a part of 
his facred Canons and Conſtitutions, 
that ſome ſhould be in Authority, ſome 
live in Subjection, commanding the 
one to Rule according to Juſtice and 
Equity, the other 'to ſubmit with all 
Lowhneſs and Humility. 


2. God hath given Laws to the 


Sons of Men, that by Obedience to 
them they may attain to Happineſs ; 
1 light of Nature was ſo dim, that 

was not ſufficient to guide us to 
Heaven, — have therefore of his 
goodneſs ſuper· added poſitive Law for 
our further Direction; God is pleaſed 
to conduct Man to his end and hap- 
pineſs, by means ſutable to his Na- 
ture; that is, by the Revelation of the 
Reward before he enjoys it, that he 
may ſeek it, and be fitted for it; and 
D 2 7: al 
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by threatned Penalties be quickened to 
bis Duty. Everlaſting -Glory is pro- 
miſed to engage us to do what is com- 
manded, Eternal Miſery is threatned 


1 Ecauſe the Things commanded, 


(36) 


to engage us to ayoid what 1s forbid- 
den. : | | * i 

e -:onou] 41 
Wiy is it ſuch a hemous Thing to tranſ- 


 -'greſs the Laws of God? 
I 4”. 351i? & a 


2 a 


D for the greateſt part of them, 
ære not only good becauſe command - 
ed, but good in there own Nature, 
and that upon a double account, be- 
cauſe the greateſt part of them are 


things that are commanded by the 


Law of Nature, to fear God, obey our 
Superiours, to do no wrong, do as we 
would be done by, theſe the Law of 
Nature commands; now the Law of 


Nature, is, that which is founded up- 


on the intrinſical Nature of good and 
evil in the things themſelves. 5 
2. Becauſe Obedience to God's Com- 


mands is an Imitation of him, Who 
is altogether good; the ſubſtance of 
Godlineſs is the Imitation of God, 
mortifying of Sin, growing in Grace, 


18 
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is an Imitation of God in his Good. 
neſs and Holineſs; our kindneſs to all 
Men, forgiving Injuries, doing good to 
our Enemies, this is imitating "God - 
in Grace and Mercy; to do as we 
would be done by, and keep Confci- 
ences void of offence, is imiating God 
in his Juſtice and Equity. All Acts of 
Piety towards God are a part of Juſtice, 
and ſo our loving God with our whole 
Heart, ſincere Obedience to his Will, 
is a part of natural Juſtice, for there- 
by we render to God that which is 
due from us as we are his Creatures. 
It is a heinous thing to tranſgreſs God's 
Law, it being a refuſing to do that 
which is good in its own nature, be- 
ing agreeable in the greateſt part to the 
Law of Nature, which commands 
things intrinſically Good, and prohibits 
things intrinſically Evil, and is an Imi- 
tation of him who is goodneſs it 
ſelf. 1.1 e 

2. It's a heinous offence to tranſ- 
greſs God's Law, becauſe it is folly and 
unreaſonableneſs ; Wiſdom is but ano- 
ther Name for goodneſs, and Folly for 
ſin. It is a high piece of Folly to tranf- 
greſs God's Law, no good reaſon in the 
World can be produced for your break- 
ing God's Commands; have you any rea- 
. te 93 - fol” 


God's 


reaſon can be produced! againſt Truth 
and Reafon itſelf. Have you any Rear 
ſon to break [your Maker's Laws, 
diſhonour the Lord of Glory, oroſs 
ur ultimate E throw away a 
Crown of Glory, damn your own 
Souls? Dare any of you ſay in cod 
Blood, what Jonas did in a phranſy 


of Paſſion, 'I do well to be angry 2 © 


Jonah 4. 9. Dare any one that is well 
in his Wits ſay, I do well to Lye, 
Swear, Curſe, be Drunk, eommit Whore- 
dom, prophane the Sabbath? I do well 
to be Proud, Preſumptuous, Covetous, 
Hypocritical ? Durſt thou venture on 
a Diſpute with God? Art thou able 


God and his Laws of Injuſtice, and 
too much Rigour ? Damned Souls in 


Hell know the unreaſonableneſs of their 


Choiſe, in chooſing Sin before Holi- 
neſs, and would give ten Thouſand 
Worlds they had made a better choiſe. 
Glorified Saints in Heaven ſee the rea- 
ſonableneſs of their choiſe, and would 
not for all the World have choſen Sin, 
Other Saints on Earth, Who have their 
Senſes exerciſed, ſee the Excellency 
and Equity of God's Laws, and have 
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queſtion the Equity of his Law ? Ne 


to confute him? Wilt thou accuſe 


choſen 
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oheſen the erueloſt Death, rather tha 
they would violate the Laws of their 
Miter. Wicked Men themſelves when 
their Byes arc opened, and their Con- 
ſeienoes awakened, when they ſee the 
Judge ſtanding at the Door, and Judg. 
ment ap ing, ate convinced of th 
righteoulneſs of God's Laws, and re- 
ſlect upon it with ſhame and forrow: 
that they ſhould act like Fools nals 
mad Men in tranſgreſſing God's Laws, 
3. It is a heinous offence to tranfs 
nn becauſe it is an op- 
poling and contradicting the Word of 
ha is our Maker and Maſter, 
and hath an undoubted Authority to 
command us. Sin is a contrarity. to 
God, the chiefeft good; it is contrary 
to his Nature, his Holineſs and Pus 
rity. - Sin in all its workings contra- 
ditts God, henae it is called Enmity to 
God, walking contrary to God, Kam. 


8. 7. Lui 26. 21. Reſiſting God, d, 


7. 51. Fighting aga inſt God, Ads 5. 39. 
Striving again Riſing againſt Gd, 
Jja. 45. 9. All the working 8 of Sin 

are-againſt God; Sin reſiſts God in 
his Authority Sovereignty, Dominion, 
and faith, God hall nog Reign, his 
Will-and Laws ſhall not be my. — 


Ho i the Sore that I fbauld abey — 


D 4 


d 


e  - Loh 
Iden id difown God's 


and Reafon atſclf. Have you any Rear 
ſon to break your Maker's Laws, 
our ultimate throw away a 


Souls? Dare any of you ſay in cod 
Blood, what Fonas did in a phranſy 


of Paſſion, [I do well to be angry 2 © 


22 4. 9. Dare any one that is well 
his Wits ſay, I do well to Lye, 
Swear, Curſe, be Drunk, commitWhore- 
dom, rophane the Sabbath? Ido well 
to be Proud, Preſumptuous, Covetous, 
Hypocritical? Durſt thou venture on 
2 Diſpute with God? Art thou able 


to confute him? Wilt thou aceuſe 


God and his Laws of Injuſtice, and 
too much Rigour ? Damned Souls in 
Hell know the unreaſonableneſs of their 
Choiſe, in chooſing Sin before Holi- 
neſs, and would give ten Thouſand 
Worlds they had made a better choiſe. 
_-Glorified Saints in Heaven ſee the rea- 
ſonableneſs of their choiſe, and would 
not for all the World have choſen Sin, 
Other Saints on Earth, Who have their 
Senſes exerciſed, ſee the Excellency 
and Equity of God's Laws, and have 


cFChoſen 


- 


queſtion the Equity of his Law ? Ne 
againſt Truth 


rown of Glory, damn your own 
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their Eyes are opened, and their. Cos 
ſciences 12 when they -ſee-the 


ment ap ing, are cond 2 

eſs of God's Laws, and re- 
ſtect upon it with ſhame and for 
that they ſhauld act like Fools 726604 
mad Men in tranſgreffing God's Laws. 


—— becauſe it is an op- 
and contradicting Fs Ward of 
- wha' is our Maker and Maſter, 


— hath an undoubted Authority tb 


command us. Sin 1 a contrarity . to 
God, the chiefeft. good; it is cont 

to his Nature, his Holineſs and Pus 
rity. - Sin in all its workings contra- 
dicts God, henag it is called Enmity to 
God, walking contrary to God, Nam. 


8. 7. Levat 26. 21. Reſiſting Ged, As - 
"again& God, A 5. 2306: 752 
Riſing againſt God, 


7.5L Fi 


Striving agai 
Jja: 45. 9. All the workings of Sin 


are àgainſt God; Sin refifis God in 
his da g Ke vercignty, Dominion, 


and faith 


thall nog Reign, . his 


Will and Laws faall not be my Rule; 
Whois the Lord tbat I fbauld — Bim 


| Wicked Men e 8 


Judge ſtanding at the Door, and Judg · 
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Exod. . 2, 9 of Gods 
Law is a rebelling againſt God; he that 
willfully Hokies e King's Laws 1s 
a Rabel. In thoſe: s wherein Men 

etend God's Honour, there is Rebel- 

lion, as you may nn 
| of Saul, 1 Sam. 15. 13. to the 23. Saul 
in reſerving the fatteſt of the Cattel, 

l the etends high Honour to God and his 
—— but it was Rebellion. Every 
tranſgreſſion of — of God is a 
diſpi ng God, ö 4 

Law; thou "if, Piſeſt. 

ment of the Lad; thus it was faid 
of David, 2 Sam. 12. 9. It is a re: 
kehre the Lord, a caſting his Law 
begs your back, Halm 50. 16. It is 
heinous thing to tranigreſs God's 

a Law, becauſe thereby you lift up your 
Hand - againſt God, blaſpheming the 
Name of God; is by. ſome Tranſla- 
tions render'd Striking throw the Name 
of God; indeed God's Name is in his 

Law, his Truth and Wiſdom, Rightouſ- 
neſs, and Goodneſs is his Name, and 
theſe are in his Law; every tranſgreſ- 
fon of God's Law. ſtrikes | at God's 
Name and Being. 

I. In that Sinners: with Godwin 
were not ſo juſt and ſtrict; now this 
7 * ** he . not God. If he 

were 
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6 ad juſt, and 
did not hate Sin as much as he doth, 
he were not Gd. 
2. In that it is the nature of contra: 
ries to ſeek the daſtruction of each o:: 
ther, as Fire ſeeks the deſtruction of _ 
Water; now Sin is directly contrary + 
to God, tho à Sinner eannot by Sin 
hurt God, yet this is the nature of 
Sin to ſeek the deſtruction of the eter- 
nal God. I might ſhew you how much 
Sin wrongs God in Perſon, in bis At- 
tributes, in his Councils, in the End 
ſor which he made all Things: There 
is an infinite evil in Sin, becauſe it 
ſtrikes at the Sovereignty and Autho- 
rity of an infinite Being; is the ttan·g- 
greſſion of an infinitely holy, juſt, and 
good Law, the forfeiture of an infinite | 
weight of Glory, ſtrikes at the life of 
the Soul, defaceth the Image of God, 
things of infinite worth, nothing but 
an infinite Power can over come it; 
an infinite deſert there is in it, loſs of 
an inſinite good, makes an infinite breach, 
deſerves infinite Torments; an infinite 
Price was laid down to expiate its 
guilt; if it were poſſible we muſt hate i 
it with an infinite hatred ; God is an 4 
infinite good, becauſe the © univerſal - FI 
cauſe of all good; Sin is W 
en evil, 
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cuil. The Infiniteneſs of Gad is ſha 


dowed out by all good things, the In» 


finiteneſs of Sin is ſhadowed out b 
all evil things; God's infinite g 


there is na higher good then himſelf ; 
the evil of Sin is {et forth by it ſelf, 
becauſe no greater evil then Siu. Put 
all theſe things together, and they will 
amount to an undeniable demonſtrati 
that it is a heinous thing to tran 
groſs the Law of God. 
3. It is a heinous thing to tranſgreſa 


God's Law, becauſe it is à contradict | 


ing of that- Profeſſion you make of Q« 
—— to God's Law, and a breaking 
of thoſe facred Vows and Covenant 
whereby 
to keep God's Law. bo.': 

1. It is a contradicting of that Pro- 
_ = _ — ens God's 
W, ſtle, Kam. 2. 2 
Thou that 0 oh ber of tbe — 
through breaking the Law, diſbonouroſ 
- —— of * 3 
phemed through you; we 1 us 
make Profefhon of keeping God's Law, 
eſe why do you pray to God to in- 
aline your Hearts to keep God's Law; 
thou that Profeſſeſt to keep God's Law: 
BITS f thr ough 


2 _ 


evil, becaufe- the univerſal eauſe of all 


neſs is ſet out by himſelf, becauſe 


you have obliged yourſelves | 
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— Bg the Lav, delko- 
thou God. Whey 1 
Peoples Carriage with their Profeſſion, 
15 think they hs avail den: or Fools, 
for why do you Profeſt that which 
you never intend to Practioe 7 Or ellis 
why do you'not- Praftice What you 
jon be ? If your Proſeſſion of Reli- 
bad, Why do you Profeſs it ? 
„Why do you not Fra- 
5 ? Your "tranſgreſing {God's Law 
is a contradiQting your Profeſſion; your 
Profaſhon doth not teach you to {nat 
Swear, Lye, Blaſpheme God's Name, 
commit Whoredom, Prophane the Sab 
bath ; either throw away your Bibles, 
or your Sins out of your Houſes, for - 
22 Fractiſing Iniquity, and Froſeſ. 
ſing — the ihaly Scriptuers, cannot ſtand 
ether. 
our tranſgreſſing God's Law 1 is mot 
only contrary ito your owning the ten 
Commandments, but contrary to every 
Petition in the Lord's Prayer; I will 
only give yon little hints of it with 
reference to the Lord's Prayer. You 
call God Father, and where is ydur Ho- 
nour and Obedience? Children owe 
Duty and Obedience to their heavenly 
Bahar, and will you tranſgreſs his 
Laws, and manifeſt yourſelves to pe 


SES. 2, 

ef your Faiher the Devil, who was 
u tranſgreſſor from the beginning? You 
ſay 'Hollowtd-*be thy Name, and will 
by Aranſgreſſing God's Law diſ- 
onour and prophane his Name ? 


| You pray for the coming of his-Kirig- 


dom, and doing his Will, by tranſ- 
pe reſſing God's Law you contradi@ his 
ill, and are hinderers of his King. 
dom. How can you expect Food and 
Raiment when you abuſe the one to 
Glutton and Prunkenneſs, the other to 
Pride and Wantonneſs? How enn you 
Forgiveneſs, when you do not con- 
fels and forſake your Sins, but defire 
to have the old ſcore wipt off that you 
may begin a new one, when you will 
not forgive others their Treſpeſſes ? 
How can' you deſire not to be led in- 
to Temptation, and be delivered from 
evil, when you run willfully into Temp- 
tation, and are reſolved to perſiſt in 
evil, by tranſgreſſing God's Law ? You 
contradict your Prayers, and you break 
thoſe ſacred Vows whereby you have 
engaged yourſelves to keep God's Law, 
your Sacrament, and Sick-bed Vows; 
this 1s ſufficient to diſcover what a hei- 
nous Sin it is to tranſgreſs won," 


Law. 
CHAP. 
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Whether Finne ohh God — br «ſuf 


ficient to Exempt us from Cult,” in ile 


Voblation of the Law? - 954. 


1 Shall reſolye this in iſe follow 
ing Propoſitions. 1. Tho? every 
Sin de attended with guilt, leaves a 
2 Tincture of © Filth upon the Soul, 
and expoſe to Puniſtiment; et ſome Sins 
are more diſpleaſing and  diſhonourable 
to God, and deſtructive to ourſelves then 
others,” tho” eve 
Wrath 'and Curſe 


Sins in themſelves by reaſon of - ſeve- 


ral Aggravations are more heinous in 


tHhe*fight of God than others. "To Sin 
Nis h Willfallneſs is worſe than 5 
Sin 5 oo h Weaknefs; to Sin 
ſumptuoufſy and a nit "Know! 


is worſe than to Sin through Reese 


this the Scripture plainly Aſſeris, To hi 


1 knows to do — and doth it not, 


o him it ts Sin, Jam. 4. 17. He that 


Howe his Maſter's Will, and doth it 
Kriper, 


not, ſhall be beaten with ma 
Luke 12. 47. It hath been 


Tet 


tter for 
them 


Sin deſerves. God's 
„ both in this Life. 
and that Which is to come ; yet all 
Sins not "equally heinous, but ſome 


COR AD (466) 5 
them not to have known the way of 
Righteouſneſs, then aſter they have 
known it, to turn fromi the holy Com- 
mandment; 2 Pet. 2. 21. Sins againſt 
Knowledge. do far tranſcend Sins of 
dee rr 

For, 1. A general Repentance will 
ſerve for. the one, and not for the o- 
ther. Dawad's Murder and Adultry 
„ 

nted of, but ns of Ignorance 
the L and in General, as is in- 
timated, Halm, 19. 12. Min can un- 

| derftand his Errors ? Cleanſe thou me from 
ſecret Sins, A; Man may he in a Sin 
he doth not know fo. be a Sin, a 

de in a ſtate of Grace, but Sins 7 
Knowledge muſt be conſeſſed, hated, 
and forſaken, or we cannat have Mer 
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| 15 Some kind of ſinn ing againſt Know- 


ledge excluda from Mercy, which done Si 
ignorantly leave N Fg: it. Per- be 

' fecuting the Church, BlaſphemingChrilt, 
| if done i „leaves a capacity 2 
L for Mercy; if done knowingly it doth led 
not, 1 did it ignarantiy, ſaith Paul, Be: 
through unbelief, therefore { obtained Mer: fur 
cy, 1 Tim. 1. 13. Implying, if he had 28 
3 it knowinglv, he had not obtain- M.: 
ed Mercy. If we Sin willfully after is, 
| we * 
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we hae rechived the Know! 
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oWviedge of 
the Truth, then there remains no more 
pm _ I 10. 27. __ 71 
23 Stunning againſt Knowledge is nigh- 
eft to the 80 apainfi the Holy put, 
I do not ſay it is the Sin, but it's nigh 
it; Knowledge is the Parent of it, if 
after they have received the Knowledge 
of the Truth; this appears from Na- 
is Prayer, Pſalm 19. 12. firſt, he 
prays to be cleanſed from feered Sins, 
which he makes Sins of Ignorance; 
then prayeth againſt Preſumptious Sin 
werſe 13. Which as the oppomion di 
covers are Sins againſt Knowledge ;z vf 
theſe he faith, If theſe get the domi 
nion over me, I ſhall not be free from 
t Offence ; that is, the unpar - 
Sin which ſhall never be For- 


78 To Sin againſt Knowledge, is to 
Sin againſt the greateſt Merey and the 
beſt Means, it being the immodiate 
guide of Man in all his Ways. God 
Rule Man by Knowledge, and Knows 
en capable of Sin, which 
Beaſts are not. Knowledge layeth 2 
further Obligation to Obedience; it iv 
a Sin to 'tranſgreſs the Law when 2 
Man knows it not, yet when he knowy 
Is, it is 4 greater. Tho' in — 
us: again 


— 


Fr WT | 
2zpainſt: Knowledge a Man doth not 
commit two diſtinct Sins, yet the knows 
ledge of it doth add a further degree 
e ſinfullneſs. Cloth is the ſame Cloth 
when white as when dyed with a Scar- 
det dye, yet then it -hath7 a Tindture 
given it, wWüich is of more worth; 
. 10; when yau Sin, not knowing the 
Law of God, the Sin is the ſame for 
ſubſtance it would be, if you had known 
it, yet the Knowledge makes it a Scar- 
let Sin, for greater in demerit then the 
Sin it ſelf. The Reaſon is this, be- 
cauſe Laws then come to be inforce 
when they are made known, ſo that 
the more they are made known, the 
more is the force of their building, 
and ſo the — guilt; for the more 
elearly we know them, the Obligation 
increaſeth, and the more is their Sin. 
F. When the Law being known. is 
broken, there is more Contempt caft 
upon the Law and the -Law-giver, 
and ſo a higher degree of ſinning; 
therefore it is ſaid, Numb. 15. 30. 31. 
He that Sins preſumptuouſly, reproach- 
eth the Lord; therefore Saul's ſinning 
againſt Knowledge, is called Rebellion, 
and paralled with Witcheraft, 1 am. 
13. 23. When People Sin againſt 
Light, they are ſaid to rebel ie 
| jt 
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eb ht. 1 e Know- 


Lin, \ becauſe by his Knowl 


Wow POT BOL OUOGnOy a Sp Su OacgOoY Ps Ty 


en are ſaid 8 Sin before 2 
15 ace of the Lord. What a 
tempt of God is this! Te Hin agent 


i d ae is to caſt God's Law be- 
hind our 


6. The more E A Man Sins 


againſt, the more the WI I of the Sin- 


net is diſcovered to be for Sin; ; the 
Far ill, the leſs Sin; and fo much 
ed by how much the Will is 


is. 
more in i” Therefore the higheſt de- 


ee of ſinning is  expreſt by finning 
willfully, and this a ter Knowledge. 
An Ignorant Man commits the act as 


willin yet he n it not con- 
ns 


as Sin; but when it is diſco- 
vered to be a Sin, and clearly ſo. dif- 


covered, and yet commits it, the Will 


may be ſaid to joyn with it as Sin. 


Thus we may We nt Me that Place of 
_ Scripture, to him that knows to do 


and doth it not, to him it is 
the 


thing is preſented as Sin; ſo that he 

cloſeth with it the more under that 
notion and apprehenſion of Sin. 
7. In ſinning againſt Knowledge, a 

Man condemns himſelf ; but when out 

of Ignorance. meerly, the Law only 

condemns him, ſo that a Man having 
E Renn > 1H 


fe will, is not en 
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a "eh — AD ke; 22 
eth anether, Fo 0 neth hi 
Rom Bu 8. — 4 
cunted the his e degree of 
1e Selkeoh dennis juſt needs e N. 
chkoned. God tee it as A great Ad- 
vantage over hitn that hid His Ta- 
lest, Out of thine don Mouth I Will 
wwe thee, O! thou wicked 1 


* tranſgreſs God's Law Ans 
5405 is A «4 a Sin then de cit 
c. e: 

Tuc og apy Nooslegte are 

Een than Sins 500 1 
N 
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Ignorant of theſe WE ought 
to wv and WRich we” 25 'Khow 
u Sin, düt a 
DVomprehenhve Sid. Now the 
mandments and Ls of God are fun 
as we ought to Know, and which we 
may know e if we Will be at the pains, 
and therefore it is a Comprehenſive . 
Sin, fot there is Diſobedienoe in it. 
1. Fer God's end in Writing to us 
the great this of his Law is, chat We 
may acquaint 'ouffelyes with them, 
Deut. 6, &, 7. therefore; beſides the by- 
dinary Contfe of reading the Law by 
the Levites in. the Temple, they we 
commatrded te bind them as Signs u 4 
on Lo Hands, and en the”: : 
of 
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un 
of their Houfes and Gates, 

the end that the Law might became 
familiar to them, for it is à manifeſt 
Contempt of God's Cormmandinents 


2. There is Unthankfulneſs in it, 
it is an abuſe of . God's Kindneſs: 
Should a —_ write a Letter to tha 
meaneſt of his Subjects, nay a Traytor, 
and Promiſe upon his Submiſſion not 
only to Pardon the Offence, hut re 
ceive him into Favour; ſhouid this 
Man lay afide this Letter, and not pe- 
ruſe it, what 'a piece of Ingratitude, 
Preſumption, and intollerable Inſolence 
would this de ; but your Ingratiude 
is in a higher degree, when God hath 

writ to you a gracious Letter of Re- 
M OEEy to win you, when 
it is fit you ſhould with Tears Im- 
portune him, yet for you to under- 
value ſuch Kindneſs, and not read 


over the Letter, and yet pretend Igno- 


rande, this is Ignorance added to your 
„ 5 $8: SIN 6th 

3. It is a neglect of your own good; 
God's deſign, as I teld you before in 
giving Laws, is to kad you to Hap- 
pineſs, I gave them Stature and Gras 


nau c, aui if. # Man Ab, be ſha 11 Aue 
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to be Ignorant of them 


ing 


nnn 


{BY ing to know Aboſbithings: that cenncein 


- your. Temperal good; and will you: be 

Ignorant of thoſe things: which — 

your: 7 755 3 How fr 6b 

_ eſcape if you 72 grrat Salvation 
Heb. 2 f- God were ſo ſevere A- 

mind 151 Vielation of a far meaner 


4.0 Inſtitution,» as the Crate) Law of 


Moſes; Tarely- he will be more ſevere 
againſt the Violation of a higher In- 
ſtitution, ſuch as the Laws 0 the ten 


* Commandments. 


No Ignorance exciſeth, but when 
it is no fault to be Ignorant ; z. cul 
ble Ignorance cannot excuſe, one Sin 
carmot excuſe another. Now Ia 
to your own Conſciences, whether it 
be not a great fault to be Ignorant of 
the Laws of your Creator and Redeem- 
er, without the Knowledge of which 
you cannot be ſaved ; the Knowledge 
of which is neceſſary in order to your 
well being and doing good. There 
are only theſe two things which makes 
| Ignorance of the Laws of God not 
D be a fault. 1. Want of natural 
Capacity. 2. Want of ſufficient Meme. 
I. Want of natural Capacity,» ſk 
ſing it be real, and not pretended; 
ſome will tell us they have mean Ga. 
pacities, dark [or Weak 
. 1 emories, 


he. A 


: „ 


3). 
Methbiies, yet we ſee ey 0b Wit 
and Memory enough for other Mat- 
ters; that which is good at one thing, 
would be ſo for another, if well im- 
ploy d; but they have no Heart to 
{piritual "Matters : Their Underſtand- 
ing and Memory IG enough, and 
would be batter; ell 2 3 
therefore this want of natural Capa- 

is but pretended, not real! Again 
3 5 weakek their Underſtandings rand 
Memories by their vitious Lives, by 
Wine and Women; and this is ſo far 
from excuſing, that it aggravates. Many 
loſe their Parts: by not uſing or abuſ- 
ing them. But when this detect. is Na- 
tural, when a Man is born an Idiot, 
and is not Compo n then to be 
Ignorant is no fault. 

2. Another thing Which Wales 1 
norance no Fault, is want of ſuffici- 
eney in the means of Knowledge ; * 
if it be not clear io them in the di: 
akes _ uſe of moral Means,” Ignorance 

ſitive Laws of God and of 
ural the Go pel is excuſable. Among the 
ans. ¶ poor Indians who have not the Goſpel 
fup- preacht rae Fe them, let them uſe ne- 
led; Nver ſo much nduſtry in ſearching af. 


Ca- ter Knowledge, they can never come to 
veak oy Chriſt Crucified ; for how ſhall 
3 they 
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LS, e e 
they. have 3 vou have 
head of Gbriſt „and he. is - evidently 
ſet forth Crucitied ; and not only. in 


the. Relation you have of his Death 
and Suffering by the four Evangelifis, 
but in' the 83 of the Lord's Sup- 
oth For you to be Ignorant is 28160 


"I Sufficiency. of Means e 
Knowledge, is not to be judged, bythe 
Event, but by the Improvrableneſs wi 
2 1 . and 
in Un ever 
never come to the Knowledge of the 
Truth, but ſtill need to Een 
e the firſt Principles of the Oracles c 
God, doth. it ha follow that they 
have not ſufficient - means of 
ledge.. Some that Worſhip agina. 
tions, and are weded to a Party, 4hat 
are full of Prejudice, - Self-ponceit and 
Self-love, imputes People's Ignorance, 
Impiety, non Proficiency in goodnels, 
10 the want of that they call power 
ful Preaching, . the wenknefs and 
unprofitableneſs of thoſe Men and 
Means they enjoy; this wall prove a 
poor Plea at the laſt Great Day; God 
will not Judge as we do, Who art 
blinded with Sell and and biaſed To 
e 


— 


Self.intereſt, Mit: ene 305 con- 
demn the Means, are 98 and ſe- 
ture, ſhut their Ryes, and àre reſoly- 
0 entertain no Wenig that cxoſs 
F Intereſt and Corruption; 

jc wall . irn of Mev. e. 
Eyent, but the Improyeable- 

1 840 of the Means. God 1 155 any 
thing I know, call Men to an account 
UN improying Means to that hight 
ich others have done in the fame 
apacity., we. muſt conſider the end 
lign'd for, the Improye- 
and io make oye 


"4. Where 
ient, Tgnqrance fo. far frog excu- 
be, that it aggravates ; they muſt needs 
ind who mut their Eyes that they 
ay 8 Sin with more Freedom; and OP 
ſtrong. hold in thoſe. who op 
8 Light, and hate them that reproyve 
4 Ras are in ſenfible in Matters 
left 


gion, refufing Light, an neg- 

ing Means; this is the con demn 
tion that Men 10 Darknefs ee 
emſelves in it, prefer it before Light; E 
cbm that is Wa "nl contraſts 
h excuſcth not. ; | 
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1 all now conſider what Diſhonour is 
Ane to GOD, and what Evils and 
Inconveniences ue do bring nn our. 
ſelves by Sin, which i the Tranſgreſ- 
fon of COD Law, 


1. TOR the diſhonour done to God, 

. as glorifying God more than the 

enjoying him for ever, tho? they en 

not be ſeparated, ſhould oblige us to. 

Obedience; ſo the Conſideration of the 

diſhonour done to God ſhould be more 

revailing to detar and keep us from 

zin, than the Evils and Inconvenience 

we bring upon our ſelves; yet love of 

Heaven more than love of God, fear 

of Hell more than fear of diſpleaſing 
God, preyails moſt with ſelfiſh ſinfu 
Creatures; therefore I ſhall conſider 

both, and if theſe two will not pre- 

LIN vail, nothing will prevail : Wall ever 

11 that Man be good whom the love of 


"1 od, or hopes of Heaven will not 

FS | | f | 

it make ſo; or will ever that Man leave 

[EY - bis Sins, whom the fear of God's diſ- 

IE) pleaſure, or of Hell will not make to 

H | do it? What other Arguments can we 
i 


imagine ſhould have Power and Influ- 
| EY | Ence 


we , | e LT 


es dn * Shen 2 2 ee if * 
1 rk from Heaven, ox dne from e 
Bead ſhould come and Preach to you, - 
would nat. theſe be their Ar; 
to perſwade y ou to forſake . 4 
follow Male if you will not 12 
lieve God's Word, you" will not be. 
lieve tho*. one ſhould "His from the 
Dead, Luke 16. 31. I ſhall: conſider 
Sin as it reſpeRts God 1 There is 
. re Violence, Injury, nd Injuſtiee 4 
red to God in the 4 5 ſpreſſing” the 
leaſt Commandment, then t 1 5 of 
the Creation can be able to expiate; 
what guilt and filthineſs and diſhondburf 
to God is there then in the greateſt 1 
Sins. If your Actions be Mountains, 
what Heart is able to comprehend the- 
vaſtneſs of Moeuntainous Sins. If fool- 
iſn Teſting, "vain. "Thoughts, raſh and 
cauſeleſs Anger be ſo bad, what are 
rebellious Thou guts, froward, haughty, 
hateful Imaginz ins, contempt of God, 
reproaching nis Word, reviling 23 
ralling at oof Meſſengers, 1 
the Spirit; think as meantly of Sin as 


you. will, ſwallow it without fear, live 


in it without Senſe, committ it with- 
out remorſe, yet it wrung out drops 
of Sweat from Chriſt, who knew no- 


thing of the Poltution of it, knew it 


Lage 


808 15 hriſt We) yot 

Ve; im, his. ayings, 
to 2 To. weist 1 ns 
| nemies, 


Are, al 910 kes 
wegs his Ward ; to hi Spire: by 


Vicht .his Qperations ; to the 
Motions gl, Nd: hy diſtikip and up 
preſſing 15 hought ay Hp 
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Enemies to ; the 1 of Fa i 
Perſecution a d cruel Mgekings. Sin 
is contrary to. God, and all. that is his; 
it makes zl hate hi, 15 he tha 
hateth Bis Brother i 15 aid t De a Mur- 
derer,. fo be that Hates may be 
laid ta be a Matderer of Nic m. 
2. Sin is 0 Rl God's Attri- 
eb 1 1 We Nane Gove de 
Falous. 9 ams, 's Name 
de i. sin makes orie fight 
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a PO Te 
| Seer and ſepk hbappineſo is 
Fee 4 Sovereigniy, 
ets up char before his- Face, 
contemn. his Truth, Pomer and Juſtice, 
deaf ct camo Wantonneſs. 
gontrary torwhztever 38 
3 40 God, 10 hie — and fo 
nances; neyer gave Lawj but it 
R been broken by Sin; yea, it is 
a deſtroying 0 Law nom 
25 1 bak itle of it is 
| to him, Sin is coptrary toad? 
Favourites, God hath à little” Flock 
ts whom he hath {et his Love, on 
Sin hath ſet its hatred, contrary 
ocks Image; even. in Man's - On 
er the Law 'of the Members: flehts 
apaink the Law ef the ents and en 
deayouts 40 expel it. Cal. 5. 17 1 
Is nat this à marwellaus great diſ⸗ 
honour to God, that his Creatures ſnauld 
rebel againſt him, be Enemies to him, 
Sur ws LOR -r 1 
it $ihe Knowledge of him, 
— 99 nat, en e, Can 
8 contema his Fower, n ovoke his 
Iuſtice, turn Grace into Wantonnels; 
break and deſtroy his Law-W. can there: 
be a. greater affront offered 0 the Pi- 
vine Majeſty chen this. All theſe things 
_ de monſtr ate that Sm Is a great 


dioncur * 
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putation, . Sin ja dire 
y_ th ing can 


Wes AS 4 
led Haters of 


an, are. 
4 zh, als, of Chriſt, 


| his Lays 10 
1.21. L 
10 one 25 
5 Me keep h his. Sayings 
o refuſe Subjection, and 


tou 0 
nemies, are, all 6 Sin makes 
the Will af God, by 


3 
love um. mi, "a 


| [6 ing his V ard; to. his Spirit, by 
| withſtand 5 his Operations {0 ve. 
Mat Q by diſliking and oh 


c che ght and Kn 
of hit 1 1 WE. God 


by, ſetting ing ip ur "an Works and 
5 Mexits; tot ays Of 0 ON full- 
18 fllipg eur 99155 Luſt and W Works ; 


Per utions and er el 9 5 sin 
18 e 12 404 1 that is his; 
it makes Men hate 125 255 he that 
math his Brother is ſaid tg he a Mur. 
r,. ſo be that hates Gol may be 
ad 0 b ta be 2. Mutderer of him. 

2. Sin A arty. to God's Attri- 
butes, wh 1 055 101. Mey are 
jealous. 9 ir Names, 's Name 
ie pic himſelf. Sin makes People 10 
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Sovereignty, 
ods bets before his Faces 


— fs I ruth, Power and luſſice, 
turns his Grace into Wantonneis. 

3. Sin Nan oontrary — pegs 
* 10 7 o Bis — 1 
nances; neyer gave Law; it 
hath been broken by bin; Vea, it is 
Ret a defiroying of the Law ; now 

n Title of it 10 


dear to him, Sin is contrary to God's 


Favourites, God hath à little Flock 
upon whom he hath {et his Love, on 
theſe Sin hath let its hatred, contrary 
to God's Image even in Man's - Own 
Breaſt the — "of the: Members: flghts 
apaink the Law ef the Mend, and en· 
deayouts 40 expel it. Cal. 3. 17. 

Is not this a marvelleus great diſ- 
nanour to God, that his Creatures hayid 
rebel againſt him, be Enemies to him, 
bate him, reſſſt his Wall, - quench his 


Spirit, ſuppreſs the Knowledge of bun. | 


wiſh he were nat, "light: his 
9 contema- his Power, u ovoke bis 
Iuſtice, turn Grace into Wantonneſs, 
break and deſtroy his Law, can there 


be a greater affront offered to the Pi- 
vine Majeſty then this. All theſe things 


Narr demanſirate that Sin is a great 
diſhonour * 
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diſhondur to God. Let us now con- ri 

ſider. what are the Evils and Inconve- 8 

| War, it brings upon ourſelves. 1 
1 It debaſeth and diſhonours our it 
? Souls the nobleſt Creature under Hea- 7 

ven, and made to be a Companion for Be 

God himſelf. - Sin hath ſtript us of our © 

native Excelleney, as it did Reuben, V 

Gen. 49. 3. made the Soul a drudg and tl 

| Aflave to every Creature that it” Was te 
made to Rule; therefore the Prodigal * 
ö is ſaid.to ſerve Swine, feed on Husks, 0 
| every Vanity maſters it, therefore ſome - 


N are ſaid to be Servants to Wine, Ser- 
| vants to . Riches, and divers Luſt; 
hence it 1s chat ſhame attends Sin, 
now ſhame ariſeth out of an appre- 
henſion of ſome Excellency is debaſed, 
| and by how much the Excellency j is 
greater, therefore Confufion will one 
Day befall Sinners, becauſe Sin is the 
Jebaſement of an Excellency. 5 
2. It robs us of God's Image, de- 
prives us of the Glory of God, the 
Image of God's Holineſs, which is 
his Beauty and ours, Rom. 3. 23. tho” 
Man in Innocency had all Perfection 
united in him that are to be found in 
- other Creatures, yet this was more 
worth then all, "all the reſt made him 
not like God as this did, yea, it hath 
 -- . - gobbed 


. 


N. e. 
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robbed us even of God himfelf, Your 
Sins ſeparate between you and God, 
Iſa. 59 2. and in robbing you of God, 
it robs you of all Things. 
3. It is polluting and defiling, it is 
compared to the Blood and Pollution 
of a new born Child before it be cut, 
waſh'd and ſwadled, Ezek. 16. 6. to 
the rottonneſs of Man in his Grave, 
to that noiſom and poiſonous Steam 
which breaths from the Mouths of 
open Sepulchers; it is compared to 
dung and garbage. This Pollution con- 
ſiſts in two things. | 

1. A privation of the beauty which 
the Image of God brought: into the 
Soul with it, a Non-Conformity to the 
brightneſs -and holineſs of the Law; 
Sin is a ſwerving from the Law, not 
only as our rule but beauty, fo that 
it is the ſtain and pollution of the 
Wal... 42 gh 8g 

2. A poſitive foulneſs, introducing 
the Image of Sin and Satan, defiled- 
neſs of Mind and Conſcience z one Sin 
defiles the Soul, one Offence polluted 
Adam and all the World, it defiles in 
an inſtant, as ſoon as ever it fell in- 
to Adam it ſtript him of his Glory; 
it is like that Poiſon which Nero killed 
Gremanious, as ſoon as it was rec * 


(COP 

killed him. This Pollution hath theſe 
four ill Qualities: 1. Iris a deep Pola 
tion of 4 Searler die, that will not 
wear out. 2. Univerſal Pollution of 
Fleſh and Spirit. 3. Spreading Potlu- 
tion, it fpreads in a Man's Self, ſpreads 
it Self upon others. 4. An eternal killing 
Pollution, it is a Stain which no Ni 

or Soap, or any Creature can waſh off, 
— 2. 21. 22. Is it Poiſonous and Dead - 
by, it puts Horror into the Law, Venom 
into the Goſpel, Hatred into God, 
Fire into Hell, and Hell into the Con- 
ſcience. | tnc: d nt ent 
4. It makes us Slaves, and keeps 
People in Bondage, it exerciſeth a reign- 
ing Kingly Power over thoſe that are 
in 2 Statè of Sin; they being Agents 
m Sin, Voluntiers under this King; 


1 


lingly' the Servants of Sin; ſome are 
in Bondage to Sin, as the Creatures 
are to Vanity, not willingly; Sin ex- 
erciſeth an Arbitrary Power in 


Will of the Fleſh, the Will of the 
Centlir the Will of Men, for Sin Will 
and Man's Will in thoſe who are un - 
ſanctified;, are all one; Sin brings us 
under x Cufſe, expoſeth ' to Wrath, 
Fights and Wars againſt us; it _ 
| | 9 8 the 


forme ſell themſelves, and become wil 


Soul, it is all Will, therefore called the 


_ ; o 2 


the firſt Founde 
Corner Stone thereut; it bath hurid 
Confuſion over the Word, brought n 


touchy) at was unc laan, rough it was 
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Vanity and Curſe upon the Creature. 
5. It maker vur beſt things bad, it 
doth net only cleave to our Nature, 
but derives Venom upon every Action 
that comes from us, though we do 
not ſay as Bellarmins Muliſon miſre- 
port us, that the good Works of the 
regenerate” ate Sin, and fo hateful te 
God ; which were to reproach the Spirit 
and Grace of Chriſt, by Which they 
are wrought; yet the beſt Works that 
are done by the coneufrance- of our 
Faculties, ſuch a Vitiouſnefs doth ad- 
here, ſueh Stubble of our on is Su- 
perindueed, that God ny juſtly 
charge us Tor defiling the Grace he 
gave us, and for the Evil we mix 
with, them; may turn away his Eyes 
from his own Gifts in us; whenſo- 
ever thou art going about any Good, 
this Evil will be preſent with thee, to 
deri ve à ddneſs, dulneſs, indiſpoſed- 
eſs of Mind upon all thy Services, 
Iniquity upon thy Holy Things, whi 
Hdu frarideft' in need of à Prieſt to bear 
80 thice, and remove from thee = 
Law  wharſoever an unclean Per 


holy 


| greater; Impreſs of Holineſs on the 
Wardly in che Liſe, the more ike God ; 
*YIOA | | | 10 
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-holy-Fleſh; duch is the ill quality «f 


Sinful Nature, that it ſtains and ble- 


miſheth every good Work which comes 


from it; this is that which in thy Prayers 


deads thy Zeal, Ferveney, Humilia- 


tion, Self Abhorance, thy Importunity, 
Faith, cloſe Attention, caſt in Imper- 


tinent Thoughts to wrong ends, makes 


thee reſt in the Work done, never en- 


quire after the Truth of thine own 


Heart, or God's Bleſſing and ſucceſs 
to thy Services. A 

Sin is that which in thy Meditations 
makes the roving, unſettled, driving to 
no Iſſue, running into no reſolutions 
of future Obedience in Faith and Holi- 
neſs, it corrupts our beſt Faculties, fills 
the Mind with Vanity, Ignorance, Cu- 
rioſity, Pride, Contradictions, the Con- 
ſcience full of Impunity, Inſenſibleneſs, 
abſurd Accuſation and Excuſing, the 
Will full of diſability to Good, yea, 
loathing Averſation, Enmity to Good, 


Full of Obſtinacy, Contrariety, full of 


Inclinations to Ill, Reſolution to per- 


ſitſt in Ill, Memory unfaithfull to re- 
tain Good. | 


6. It makes us like the Devil; the 


gart, and the more it appears out- 


. : - - 


ſo the greater impreſs of Sin in the 
Heart, and Expreſſions of it in the Life, 
the more like the Devil: Sin is of the 
ſame Nature with the Devil, the ſame 
kind of Malignity againſt-God ; by Sin 
we conſpire with the Devil againft God; 
all Sin is from the Devil, either Original- 
ly, or by way of cauſe helping it for- 
ward: Hence Sin is called the work of 
the Devil; all Sin is a furthering of the 
Devil's Kingdom. 2 Tim. 2 26. It hath 
a Succeſſion by Sin in the World, it is 
a fullfiling the Will of the Devil. Epbe. 
4. 26. 27. When People Sin they think 
they fullfil there own Will, but they 
fullfil the Will of the Devil: By Sin you 
turn your ſelves into Devils. John. 6. 
70. was it not Sin made the Devil a De- 
vil ; Ahab by Sin ſold himſelf, To whom 
could he fell himfelt ? but to the Devil, 1. 
Kings 21. 20. 47 TW; 

7. Sin brings a curſe upon every thing, 
curſed ſhall be the Earth for thy ſake, if 
thou wilt not hearken to the Lord to - 

keep his Commandments, Deut. 28. 
15. All theſe curſes ſhall come upon thee . 
yea, things that are good in themſelves 
ſhall be turned into a curſe; Proſperity 
which is good in it ſelf to evil Men, it 
is a curſe, proſperity of Fools deſtroys 


5 them, Prov. 1. 32. how doth Proſperi- 
0 ty ſlay them, by pleacing their Senfitive 
| F Appetites 


* ' 
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Appetites; and ſo n wer 

. Retſ6ri; for violent Affections hearken 
not ts Reaſon, they make them food to 
Nouriſh their Luſts; they take off the 
Soul from God; their minds are hereby 
diverted and hindred from ſerious Mat- 
ters; Sin turns not only Proſperity, but 
the greateſt good into the greateſt harm, 
the Means of Grace and Mereies of 
God into Sin: If thou retain the finful- 
neſs of thy Heart, the more the evil of 
Sin is diſcovered ; the nigher a Minifter 
comes to thy Conſcience, the worſe thou 
will be; again, Sin is Self-murther, O! 
Iſrael thou haſt deſtroy'd thyſelf, Hoſea 13. 

| 9. He that hateth God loyeth Death: 
1 Now to be your own: deſtroyers, is to 
| Sin- againſt the deepeſt Principal in your 
Natures, to creſs your own Intention, 

to do more againſt your ſelves then 

. Earth and Hell can do, to be falſe to the 
- Truſt God hath repoſed in you, to forbid 
all-others to pity you, it will aggrevate 
your torments in. Hell; Sin binds us o- 
ven to puniſhment for the tranſgreſſing 
of God's Law, is recompenced with pu- 
niſhment ; puniſhment, as it relates to 
Sin, takes in ſeveral Things, both with 
reſpeR to God and Man. . 
I. With Reference to God whe Com- 
mands, it includes theſe things. 5 


. — — A. Io —_ * 
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as the Creture to God, or beth feale 


= 
F ; 


2 A. Will to which the Actions of the 
Subject muſt conform, revealed and ſig- 
nified under the notion ef a Law, for 
the Law is a declaration of God's Will, 
concerning Matters to be done, or left un- 
done. 2. Juſtice, which Wills the 
Binn the tranſgreſſors pf this 
W. 3: A Power, which is able to 
put in execution what Juſtice decrees, 
2. On the part of the Subject Com- 
manded. 1. Reaſon and Freewill original- 
ly, without which there can be no Sin; 
ans loſs of his Free-will, doth -aot 
make void God's Command: Original- 
ly God made no Law to bind under 
pain of Sin, but that unto the Obedi- 
ence thereof, he gave Reaſon and 
Free-will. 2. There is a Debt and 
Obligation either by Voluntary Sub- 
jection as Man to Man, or — 


and acknowledged in the Covenant 
between God and Man. 3. A For- 
feiture, Guilt and Demerit upon the 
violation of that Law. 4. The 


evil itſelf infliRed; where We may conſi- 
der, 1. the Nature and Quality of it, 
which is to have a deſtructive Power to 
oppteſs and diſquiet the Offender ; vio- 
lake the re of his Wente 
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for as Sin is a violation offered. by 
Man to the Law, ſo Puniſhment" 18 2 
violation returned from the Law to Man. 
2. Proportioning the Puniſhment to 
the Nature and Degree of the Offence, 
the meafure of this muſt be taken from 
the Majeſty of God Offended, Excel- 
leney of the Law violated, uality of the 
Creture Offending, "eafind of primi- 
tive Obedience, unprofitableneſs of the 
ways of Sin. 

3. The end of puniſhment which i is 
nor the Deſtruction of the Creture, 
whom as a Creture God loveth, but 
the Satisfaction of Juſtice, the declarati- 
on of divine diſpleaſure againſt Sin: 
the Manifeſtation of the Glory of his 
Pewer and terror againſt Sin: Now 
theſe puniſhments are' either Temporal 

or Spiritual, or Eternal; firſt Temporal, 
and theſe either without or within. 

1. Without a Man : Thevanity of the 
Cretures which was at firſtmade fullof 
Beauty and Goodneſs, but now Mourn 
and Groan under the Bondage of our 
Sins. 2. The wrath of God Revealing 
it ſelf from Heaven, the Curſe of God 
overflowing the Earth. 

2. Within a Man: The ringe and 
Foreruners of Death, Sickneſs, Pain, 
Poverty, Reproach, Fears, after all 
Death 


on... — >... . * E 
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Death itſelf. 2. Spiritual theſe are 
threefold, 1. Puniſhment of loſs, Sepa- 
ration from Ged, Expulſion from Para- 
diſe, the ſeat of God's Preſence and Love. 
2. The puniſhment of Sence; the Im- 
mediate Strokes of God's wrath on the 


Vengence which imprints on the Soul 
trembling fears, amazements. 
3. Puniſhment ef Sin, with Sin, 
when God in Anger forſakes the Soul, 
giveth it over to the phrenſie and fury 
of luſt, to the Rage and Revenge of Sa- 
tan; letting Men alone to joyn them- 
ſelves to Idols and to believe Lies, be- 
cauſe they will not receive the truth 
in the Love of it ; this, God doth theſe 
ways, 1. By forſaking them, that is 
taking away his abuſed Gift, ſubſtract- 


ing his deſpiſed Grace, calling in his 


grieved Spirit, Silencing his Prophets. 
2, He ſuffers wicked Men te walk in 
their own ways, becauſe they hke not 
toretain God in their knowledge, nor to 
Live by his Precepts, therefore he leaves 
them to themſelyes, and their own 
wicked Wills, by givipg over preverſe, 
willful Rebellious Sinners to the Rage 


and Will of Satan, to hurry them at his 


pleaſure to farther wickedneſs, * _ 
8 3. Tri 
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Seoul, wounds of Conſcience, fears of 
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| puniſhment of Sin' is Eter- 
1 2 the Ng Day is called a day — 
wrath, becauſe then God Heaps 
Storms and Tempeſts; this a of 
God is of all others moſt Inſupporta- 
ble in regard of the Author, it comes 
from God, and in its own Nature it 
is moſt heavy and invincible ; God's 
wrath is ſo heavy, that it excludes the 
ſtrength of Nature to ae * = 
Infinite, that it excludes the h 
Nature to — jt ; God's Juſtice . 8. 
ing Infinite, the violation thereof in 
Sin muſt needs Contract an infinite De- 
| merit and Debt. 


». 


CHAP. VIII 


I now proceed to thoſe Inferences and Uſer 
which flow from this Scripture. 


bofe. I, > 1h the tranſgreſſion of God's 
| Law, then it is not Sins be- 
ing voluntary. or  involuntaty that 
makes it to be Sin, pur the tranſgreſ- 
ſion of God's Law ; if we break U 

Commandments, whether knowingly oh: 
ignorantly, with or againſt our Wills 
we Sin, for Sin is the trangreſſion of 
a Law; therefore original Sin, though 
in 
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in ſome Sence it be involuntary, yet 


it being a want of that rectitude the 
Law of God requires, it is ſinful; the 
P:lagians will needs perſwade us that 
original Sin, is no Sin, for fay they, 
that which is natural and unavoidable 


cannot be Sin; now orginal Sin is natu 


ral and unavoidable, therefore no Sin; 
again they ſay, that which is not vo- 
luntary cannot be ſinful, orginal Sin is 
not voluntary; in anſwer to this I ſhall 
lay down theſe Propoſitions, 

1. We muſt take the meaſure of Sin 
from God's Law, for the formality of 
Sin lieth in its want of Conformity, 
or contrary to- God's Law, therefore 
orginal Sin, though it be natural and 


unavoidable, yet becauſe it is a want 


of conformity to God's Law it is Sin, 
the Law is a Law to our Natures as 


well as Life; if our Natures be-vitia- 


ted and want that rectitude the 'Law 
requires they are ſinful, to ſa our 
Natures are indifferent to Good or 
Evil, is to -contradi& common Expe- 
rience, actual Sin is commonly con- 
feſſed and ſhew itſelf, and ſo doth o- 
riginal Sin in our proneneſs to actual, 
and in the earlineſs and commonneſs 
of ſuch evil Inclinations, and in the 
remnants of it which the Santiſy d feel 
. EE &- thro” 


wy” 
the* they are ſuch as were Santi- 
fy'd early, before actual Sin had time 


te breed thoſe evil habits, which there - 


fore certainly were born with them. 


2. The ſinfulneſs of a thing is ground- 


ed on 1ts diſproportion to the Law. of 
God, and not the Will of Man, which 


Law of God requires ſtrength as well 


as will to do what it requires, if there 
be not deing as well as willing Good 
the Law is tranſgreſt. 07-9151 
3. Original Sin is voluntary, be- 
cauſe brought in by that Will which is 
original ours, for this is a true Rule 
in Divinity, that Adam's Will was the 
Will of all Mankind, therefore this 
Sin being voluntary in him, and he- 
reditary to us, is eſteemed in ſome 
ſort voluntary to us alſo; original Sin 
though to Perſons it be not, yet to the 
Nature it was voluntary, and to the 
Perſons in Adam as in their common 
Father, for with them otherwiſe then 
in him, no Covenant could be made, 
and even in human Laws the acts of 
Parents can circumſcribe their Child- 

ren. an en Wy 
Infe: 2. Is Sin the tranſgreſſion of 
God's Law, then the, Goſpel doth not 
take away the obligation of the Law, 
nor give us a diſpenſation to trangreſs 
| it, 
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it; if ſo, it would give us a diipen, a- 
tion to Sin, for Sin is the trangreſſion 
of the Law, but the Goſpel gives no 
Man a diſpenſation to Sin and tranſ- 
greſs God's Law, thereſore cur Savi- 
our ſaith, He came not to deſiroy the 
Law but to ſullſil it, Mat. 5. 17. And 
therefore in his Sermon on the Mount, 
he doth not only explain but reinforceth 
it; St. Faul tells us Kom. 3. 31. that 
Faith is ſe far from making void, that 
it eſtabhſheth- the Law; and in his 
Epiſtle to the. Galatrans, 3. 21. that 
the Law is not againſt the Promiſes, 
neither doth the Promiſes make void the 
Law; true it is that Crit is the 


end of the Law, and that Believers are 


not under the Law, but under Grace; 
yet it is as true, that Chriſt. came not 
to deſtroy the Law, and no jot nor 
tittle thereof thall fall to * 
we are not under the Law for Ju- 
ſtification of our Perſons as Adam, or 
for ſatis faction of Juſtice as theſe that 
periſh, but we are under it as a Leſſon 
for Inſtruction of Obedience, and a 
Rule of Living, it is now publiſhed 
from Mount Sion, as a Law of, Liberty, 
and a new Law, not as a Law of Con- 
demnation and Bondage; the Obedience 
thereof is not removed, but the 1 ſobe-, 
| ience 
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neceffary is the Obſervation thereof as 
2 fruit of Paith, not as a condition of 


1 
dience thereof is pardoned and cured, 


Life or Righteouſneſs, we are indeed by 
Chriſt brought from under the Law, but 
not as a rule of Life, but we are freed 


from it on other Accounts, as from 


the Guilt and Damnation that we in- 
cur by tranſgreſſing it from the Law 


as a Covenant of Righteouſneſs, we 


expecting Juſtification from him whe 


is the Lord our Righteoufneſs, from 


the Rigour of the Law, from the 
Curſe of the Law, Chrift being made 
a curſe for ut, Gal. 3. 13. From the 
effects of the Spirit of Bondage which 
come along with the Law: 1 will 
mention three Effects. 1 Te manifeſt 


to the Conſcience that à Man is in 


a damned deſperate Condition; inſtead 


thereof with Chriſt comes the Spirit 
f Adoption, and a ſound Mind, which 
ſaith to the Soul, that God is our Sal- 


vation. 2. To ſtop the Mouth, drive 


out of God's Preſents, leave utterly in- 


2xcuſable, that a Man fhall have no- 
thing to alledge why the Curſe ſhould 
not be poured out, inſtead thereof we 


hare in Chriſt free approach into God's 


Preſence, © Spirit of Supplication, and 
leave to plead in God's Court of 
3 Mercy 


_——— 


- 

0) 

„ © 
* 


v.03 20 t'2... © w 


| 
w 


OS 7 3A 858 


hs 
© 


DTA NA 3 


(75) 
Mercy. 3. To terrify and affright the 
Soul with a fearful expectation of firey 
Wrath; inftcad thereof, the Soul is 
calmed with a Spiritual Peace, which 
is the beginning of God's Kingdom, 
crowned with the Joy of Faith and 
firſt Fruits of the Spirit, which is the 
earneſt of our Inheritance from the 
Effects of the Spirit of Bondage we 
are freed by Chrif, © | 
_ Tufe.” 3. Is Sin the tranſgreſſion of 
2 Law, then by the Law' cometh the 
knowledge of Sin; I had not known 
luſt, unleſs the Law had ſaid, Thoy 


ſhall not Covet, Rom. 7. 7. We muſt 


know what is Good and Bad by this 
Standard ; Ignorant 'of the Law makes 
People conceit- themſelves and works 
very good, when they are marvelous 
bad; this was St. Paul's Caſe, u hen 
he lived after the ſtricteſt ſort of the 
Phariſees, Sin was dead, he eſteemed 
himſelf blameleſs, but when the Com- 
mandment came and diſcovered its own 
Spiritualneſs, and the carnalneſs of his 
Performances, removed his gloſſes and 
reſumptous hopes; the Law opened to 
him the inordinateneſs of natural Con- 
cupiſence, ſnewed how the leaſt Sin 
ſpots the Soul, makes the Conſcience 
ſee thoſe infinite ſwarms of Luft 11 
riſe 


5 (76) 
riſe out of the Heart, that God is all 
Eye to ſee, and all Fire to conſume 
every unclean thing, that the leaſt Sin 
cannot be expiated without the Blood 
of Chriſt; to the Law belongs the con- W 
viction of Sin, and that in the whole 


compaſs of Evil that is in it; a meer 

natural Light will never thus. far cen- th 
vince a Man; indeed ſome things Na- th 
ture itſelf is ſufficient to- teach God 0 
may be found out in ſome fence by thoſe tu 
that ignorantly worſhip him, As, 17. tt 
23, 24. Nature: doth- convince People It 
that they are not ſo good as they ſhould bi 
be : Mach of the Law 1s written in W 
the Hearts of thoſe that know nothing Il. © 
of the Letter of it, Rom. 2. 15. but H 
theſe Remnants of Nature in the hearts 0 
of Men, are like Blazes and Glimmer- tr 
ing of a Candle in a Socket, there is ſl 
much darkneſs mingled - with it; Na- fe 
tural Light without the Law doth not 2 
convince clearly, univerſally and effec · p 


tually of Sin. Rom. -7. 7. 

1. Becauſe: it doth not carry a Man 
to the Root of Adam's Sin; St. Paul " 
confefſeth this could not be learnt 


without the Law; meer Nature will - 
never teach a Man to feel the weight 1 
and curſe of a Sin committed five - 5 


thouſand years before himſelf was born, 
| 10 
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blood, and ſprouting out of his Nature 
mto his Life - it was more than Na- 
ture brought forth that Confeſſion, I 
was born in Sin. Halm 51. 5. | 
2. Corrupt Nature cannot endure 
to look on the Light, bur hateth it, 
tho” it hath the Law to help in 
the diſcovery, yet 1t will not make ufe 
of it, it cannot endure a thorough Scru- 
tiny and Ranſacking when it looks on 
the Law, it is through the miſts ef 
its own Luft, and therefore cannot 
but wreſt and torture it to his own 
way; that ' ſenſe of the Law is 
trueſt which moſt reſtraint thy corrupt 


Humour, and croſſes the Imaginations 


of thy fleſhly Reaſon ; there is great con- 


trarity between corrupted Nature and 


the Law of God; the Law is per- 
fe, right, pure, faithful, holy, juſt, 
and ſpiritual; but Man by corrupt 
Nature are unlike this, degenerate, 


crooked, wavering, unfaithful, deceiv- 


ing, unholy, carnal, impure, fleſhly 
minded, reprobate to every good work. 
3. Natural Light is ſo darkened, 
corrupted, vitiated, and infatuated, that 
it ſome times cqunt evil good, aud 
2 evil, put darkneſs for light, and 
ight for darkneſs, Iſa. 5. 20. And 
ome 


(73) 
ſome times perſwades,a Man that he 
is in the OC, when the End there. 
of are the ways of Death, Prov. 14. 12. 
And that he: is rich and hath need of 
nothing, when in the mean time he 
is milerable, poor, blind, and naked, 
Rev. 3. 17. That he is humble, meak, 
and charitable; when he is quite con- 
trary; if natural Light were ſufficient, 
the Law of God and the Spirit's illu- 
mination were ſuperfluous ; it 1s not 
natural Light, but the Law of God 
- mult convince of Sin effectually. 

Infe. 4. Is Sin the tranſgrefſion of 
God's Law, then have an Eye to the 
Law; when you are tempted to Sin, 
let that reſtrain you, when thou 
are tempted to Drunkenneſs, Whore- 
dom, Theft, Lying, Sabbath-breaking, 
Murder, or the like, conſider with thy 
ſelf theſe are manifeſt trangreſſion of 
the Law of God, and how can I do 
ſuch things and Sin againft God ; the 


Law hath two principal Uſes for which 


it ſerves. * 
1. It is as a Glaſs to manifeſt and 


diſcover Sin and Death, the Law firſt 
convinceth the Conſcience of its oon 


wideneſs, as David faith, I have ſeen 
an end of all Perfeftion ; but thy Law 
ir excecding broad, Pla, 119. 96. And 

1 then 
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then” reveals the compaſs of Sin; the: 
wideneſs and filthineſs of Sin is dif- 
covered by its diſpropotion to the pu- 
rity of that Holy Law. 33H 

2. The Law is to reſtrain from Sin, 
and to order th» Life of Man, makes 


_ uſe of the Law as a Looking Glaſs to 


ſee your Freckles and Deformities, 
for your Humiliation and a School 
Maſter to drive you to Chrift ; make 
uſe of it as a Curb, and ſet before your 
Eyes the threats of it, to reſtrain you 
from Sin; make uſe of it as a Rule, 
and to ſet before your Eyes the Pro- 
miſes to Engage you to Obedience. 

Infe. 5. Is Sin the tranſgreſſion of 
the Law, this ſhews then the 1gno- 
renee and abſurdity of thgſe Men who 
cry down Preaching the Law, as a 
tending to diſpair and diſcontent, how 


can ye tell People of the Sins and + c 


tranſgreſſions but by the Law, for 
Sin is the tranſgreſſion of the Law; 
how can we be convinoe of duty or 
diſobedience but by the Law, which 
ſhews us what is good and what is 
evil. To preach the Law alone by it- 
ſelf I confeſs is to pervert the uſe of 
it, we have no Power or Commiſhon 
ſo to do, for we have our power for 
Edification and not for deſtruction, it 
32 * Was 
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was publiſhed as an appedant to the 
Goſpel, and ſo it ſhould be preached; 
it was publiſhed in the hand of a Me- 
diator, it muſt be preacht in the hand 
of a Mediator; but yet you mult preach 
the Law, and that in its own. fearful 
Shapes, for though it was publiſhed in 
Mercy, yet it was publiſhed with Thun- 
der and Lightning, Exod. 20. this is 
the method of the holy Spirit to con- 
vince firſt of Sin, then to reveal Mercy 
in Chriſt, the Law is the fore - runner 
that makes room and prepares the Soul 
for Chri; the reaſon is becauſe People 
are ſo wedded to their Sins that they 
muſt be brought to extremity before 
they will forſake Sin, and accept of 
Mercy; mad, Men mult be bound be- 
fore they can be cured, ſo are Men 
in their Luſts fit for Bediam; the Law 
muſt hampggand ſhut them up before the 
_ Gofpel and the Spirit of Liberty be 
welcome to them; now-this 1s God's 
Reſolution to humble the Soul ſo low, 
till zt can in truth and ſeriouſneſs bid 
Chriſt welcome upon any Conditions. 
| Inſc. 6. Is Sin the tranſgreſſion of 
. God's Law, then this is the reaſon 
|S why God ſo much hates it, and fo 
ſerxerely puniſneth it, it is the tranſgreſ- 
ſion of his Law, it, is an affront to 
mis Majeſty, contradicting his Will, 
. queſtioning 
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ueſtioning his Authority, oppoſing his 
verai ty thaſe who are blind and 
partial do not ſee the exceeding ſinful- | 
neſs of Sin, they think Miniſters and ; 
others befides themſelves, when they 
are ſo bitter againſt Sin, and count 
it Malice, and that they hyperbolize 
when they repreſent Sin in ſuch a miſ- 
ſhapen filthy dreſs ; they are ready to 
actuſe God of too much Rigour, and 
wonder he ſhould ſentence Sinners to 
eternal Death; they do not confider 
what a heinous thing it is to tranſgreſs 
the holy, juſt, and good Laws of an in- 
finite Majeſty, and refuſe ſubjection to 
their Creator. 
lnfe. 7. Is Sin the tranſgreſſion of 
God's Law ? then learn from hence to 
judge of Actions, let not Cuſtom nor 
carnal Reaſon, Intereſt nor Prejudice 
be your Guide in judging of your 
own and other Actions, but the Law 
of God; that may be a neceſſary Duty 
which the World count a fault, and 
that may be a heinous Impiety, which 
the World calls Civility; hence you may 
ſee the reaſon why every Sin deſerves 
Death, becauſe it is a tranſgreſſing God's 
Law, whjch hath a condemning Power 
as well as a commanding Power, it 
curſeth and condemns every one that 
| G continuety 


can une. nat in all. things written 1. 
the Law to do them, Gal, 3. 10. Ido 
not {ay,. every one that doth actually 
tranſgreſs God's Law ſhall be actually 
curſed and condemned, .but- deſerves it, | 
and ſhall be.condemaed, if not pardoned 

Inf. S. Is Sin the tranſgreſſion of no 

God's Law? then wonder not at the if 

care and eircumſpection of the Saints fre 

and Servants of God, why they ſet co 
bounds and limits to themſelves, it is it 

for fear they ſhould tranſgreſs 8 10 

Law, this is the reaſon why they ſet a 20 
Watch before the Door of their Lips, che 
their are afraidof offending with their age 

Tongues; this is the Reaſon why they to 
make a Covenant with their Eyes, it 21 
is for fear af trangreſſing God's Law - ab 
by Luſting after a Maid in their Hearts; fe 
this was the Reaſon why Foſepl a- La 
voided the Company of his Miſtreſs, yo 
for fear of ſinning againft God; this . Wl Gr 
was the Reaſon ef Solomon's Caution, an 


Prov. 5. 8. Come not nigh the Door. of ins 
a Whore's Houſe. It was to prevent the. an 


danger of Sin; hence it is we have & 
ſo. many cautions againſt ill Company, * 
Prov. 4. 14, 15. Enter not into the. py 
path / the wicked, go not into the way wa 
of evil Men. Avoid it, paſt nat by it, be 


turn 
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turm from it. The Reafon of this Cau- 
tion is for fear of Infection, and be- 
ing tempted to Sin, we muſt avoid all 
needleſs Society with Sinners, for feat 
ef being led inty Sin. 
Ii. g. Is Sim the tranſgreſſion of 
God's Law ? then ſtand in awe and Sin 
not, abſtain from Exil and do Good; 
if Iniquity be in thy hand put it far 
from ther: To perſwade you to this, 
coaſider, Fir, What a kind of Law 
it is that is violated, Sin is the viola- 
tion of a Law, which is holy, juſt and 
good; it is holy, fit to conform us to 
the Image of God; juſt, fit to arm us 
againſt the wrath X God; and good, 
to preſent us unto the Preſence of God; 
7 Law Which is righteous and reaſon- 
able; the greateſt Part, if not all the 
Ten Commandments is founded on the 
Law of Nature. S:condly, What is it 
you have to object agarnit the Law of 
God, feeing there is but one firſt Cauſe 
and infinite Being, the true and hv- 
ing God, who hath made' the World 
and you, and upholds you, who alone 
cn ſatisfles and ſave you, why ſhould 
zou think of having any other Gods? 

his ſhews the Equity of the firſt Com- 
mandment, Thou ſhall have no other God's 
before me. G2 Com. 2. 
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Com. 2. Seeing God is an inviſible, 
infinite and eternal Spirit, and cannot be 
deſcribed by any Image, and ſeeing it is 
fitting he ſhould preſcribe his own Wor- 


ſhip, as knowing what is moſt accep- 


table to himſelf, why ſhould you 
make Images, which are Doctrines of 
Lies, or worſhip him by Images, or 
any other way, contrary to his Word ? 
This thew the Sin of trangreſling the 
Second ' Commandment, Thou ſhall not 
make unto thy ſelf any Grauen Image, nor 
the likeneſs of any thing, that is in Hea- 
ven above, or that is in the Earth be- 
neath. | | 5 1 
Com. 3. Seeing God is a great God 
and jealous of his Name, and his Name 
being ſo glorious and fearful, why 
ſhould you profane and abuſe it, by an 


unreaſonable uſe of it in ordinary Diſ- 


Fg 


courſes, by an irreverent uſe of it in 
holy Things, and by vain and profane 
Swearing by it ? This ſhews the rea- 
ſonableneſs of the third Commandment, 
Thou ſhall not take the Name of the Lord 


thy Cod in vain, for the Lord will not hold 
him guiltleſs that taketh bis Name in 


Ann. 


Com. 4. Seeing Nature itſelf dictates 


that God is to be worſhipped, and that 


ſome conſiderable time is to be ſpent 
in 


085) 

in his Worſhip, and ſeeing he who 
is Lord of Time, and of our Lives, 
might have challesged ſix parts of ſe- 
yen, why ſhould you deny him what 
he requires, ſeeing he might have re- 
uired more; and we have. more rea- 
on than the 7ews to give him the 
ſeventh Part of Time, the Work of 
Redemption being ſuperadded to tho 
Work of Creation; this ſhews what a 
great Sin it is to profane the Sabbath 
by idleneſs, or doing that which is in 
itſelf Sinful, by Omiſſion, or carleſs 
Performance of the Sabbath Day Du- 
ties, or by unneſſary Thoughts, Words, 
or Works, about Worldly Imploymcats 
and Recreation, you ſee the reaſonable- 
neſs of the fourth Commandment, X. 
member the Sabbath Day to keep ut holy - 
Six Days ſhall thou labour, and do all 
thy Work: But the ſeventh Day is 1b. 
Sabbath- of the Lord thy God, in it thou 
ſhall not do any Work. 

Com. 5. Conſider that God hath or- 
dained that ſame ſhould be in Autho- 
rity and ſome in Subjection, and hn; 
man Society cannot be maintained with 
out it, why ſhould we break order, 


es 4 IIe 1 
at. and bring confuſion into the World, 
ar by diſhonouring and diſobeying our 


in | Parents, whether natural, civil, or ſpi- 
AC 85 G3 ritual 


1 


— are Pon ee 44A oo — 
&” * 
l 17 

g 7 7 


| . 
ritual, Senfidering that Obedience ts 
gur Parents tends not only to the 

lengthening out of the Life of that 
Society in which we are imbodied, 
but of our own Lives and Proſperity, 
without this our Lives and Fortunes 
would be at the Mercy of thoſe that 
had moſt Might, and nat thoſe who 
have moft Right, the fifth Command. 
ment is your Intereſt every way, to 
Honour your Father and Mother, that thy 
Days may be long in the Land, 8 
Com. 6. Conſidering that Man was 
made after God's own Image, and our 
| Lives being ſo precious, that all a. Man 
hath he will give for his Life ; the re. 
verence we ſhould have of the Image 
of God in others, and that rooted Prin- 
ciple of Self. Love in ourſelves, ſhould 
oblige us ta uſe alt lawfull endeavours 
to. preſerve' our owns» Lite, and the 
Life of oyr Neighbour ; you ſee the 
righteouſneſs and reafonablenefs of the 
ſix Commandment, Thou ſhall not kill. 
Com. 7. Conſider ing that at the firſt 
God made Man Male and Female, and 
Created but one Woman for Adam, 
and ſeeing dur Members are the Mem- 
bers of 2255 why ſhould we Sin a- 
gainſt our own Bodies and. make they 
the Members: of a Whore mm” 
95 | alſo 
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alſo that mattied Perſons are ndt only 
by the Law of God and Nature, but 
by a yoluntary Leagne and Covenant 
obliged to one anather, are not alt 
other Leagues aborginabte : ; there is 
therefore nothing of unrighteoufnefs and 
rigour in the ſeventh ommandment, | 
They ſhall not commit Adultery, © 

Com. $. Confidering that by the Laws 
of God and Man every one hath a right 
to his Eſtate and Poſſeſſions, it mot 
needs be a prece of injury and injuſtice 
to Steal ; all Nations acknowledze the 
Equity of the ei b Commandment, 
Thou ſcall not Heal. | 

Com. q Seeing a ond Name is more 
confiderable then Riches, and ſ\ſhoef 
and. lying ſo contrary to that eſſential 
attribute in GoPs Truth, and deſtroys 
the end of Speech, ſo inurious both 
to God and Man, you will net I hope 
queſtion the Equity of this ninth Com- 
mandment, Thou ſhall not bear falſe vit. 
neſs again, thy Neighbour. 

Com. 10. Confidering that the only 
wiſe God knows that we have need 
of Food and Rayment, and will not 
deny us that Which he pag to Ra- 
vens, 1. Kings 17. and ſeeing 
he knows what is Fs for us; why 
ſhould we diſcorer diſtruſt of Cocks 
G 4 Fromiſes 
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contented with our Condition, an en- 
vious Spirit, inordinate of Defire, by 
coyeting what 1s another Man's ; this 
ſhews the reaſonableneſs of the - tenth 
Commandment, Thou ſhall not covet any 
thing that is thy Nerghbours : You may 
ſee the righteouſneſs and reaſonableneſs 
of God's Law, therefore do not tran- 
greſs it. 1 


| CHAP. IX. 
Conſider whoſe Law 5 you rramęreſi, 
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even the Lau God. 


1. IT is the Law of an All-know- 

ing God who ſeeth thee in all 
Places, and will one Day proclaim 
thy private Pranks upon the Houſe 
Top, Curtains and Cloſets cannot 
conceal from him, Men and Women 
may be naught, and the World not 
know it, but God knows it; and it 
is many times brought to light in 
this World, and their own Tongues 
bewray them; but what appears not 
outwardly, is known to him that know- 
eth the Heart; all thy ſecret and open 
violations of God's Laws, and all Sins 
in Thought, Word, and Action, arg 

*#*1 known 


Premiſes and Providence, to be dif. 


and faithfully. depend upon him for 


(89) 5 
known to him who knoweth thy 
Thoughts a far off. W 

2. The Law of a holy, righteous 
and jealous-Ged, who hateth Sin, who 
will not paſs by a breach, who will 
not acquit the guilty, who will exe- 
cute vengence upon all that wilfully 
perfiſt in Sin, who hath told you be- 
fore . hand that the Wages of Sin is 
Death. 4 
3. The Law of that God who is 
the fountain ef all good, on whom 
thou liveth, from whom theu has thy 
Being, continuance. in thy Being, and 
thoſe things which make thy Being 


comfortable; it's the Law ef that God, 


whe is the God of all thy Mercies, 
and makes the Creatures  ſubjet and 
ſerviceable to thee, with their Lives 
and Virtues, and wilt thou not be ſubject 
to thy Creator. | 

4. It is the Law of that God who 
accepts of ſincere Obedience for perſect, 


the Will in ſome caſcs for the Deed, 


Pence for Pounds; If th-re be à willing 
Mind it is acceptable, 2, Cor. 8. 12. 

5. The Law of that God who of. 
fers power to keep what he commands, 


will give thee ability to do what he 


requires, if thou ſincerely defireth it, 


it} 


2 
<_— 


Aber 0 go E : 
it; Promiſes in the Goſpel are as Targ 
a5 Commands, uſe the means, ex 
his bleſſing, and do not ery out = 
the rigeur of Gad's Laws and im 


| fie of keeping, them when thou 


k the means, or negligently uſe 
> and 1 into temptation; a- 3 
void temptations carefully, uſe the 
means diligently, depend upon God, his 
Covenant and Promiſe , faithfully, and 
vou will find God's 9 
not ievous, but his Toke cah, and 
his Bur den light, Mat. 11. 29, If you 


waere fear 9 dread of God's Law, 


or love to God, fake heed of Sin, 

which is the. tran ſgreſſion of Gad's Law, 
but eſpecially have a care of wilfull pre- 
ſuraptons Sins. 
Bui what Courſe ſhall F iakt 
to prevent theſe Ant? 

1. Take heed. of and avoid the oc: 
eaſions of Sin, Azur pray'd not that he 
might nor ſtea], but that ( od would keep 


bim out of that condition that might 


occaſion him to commit it, Pro. 30. 8. g. 
Eve by talking with the Srpeat. Was 
at length caught to eat. of the forbid- 
den Fruit, Gen, 3.6. David by ſeeim 
Bathſbefa "waſhing herſelf was tempte 
to commit Aduftefy, 2. Sam. 11. + 
Peter by intruding himſelf into i: Bk 
rieſt's 


eggs eas 


Ct 


CCC 
Prieſt's Hall, out of too much confi- 
dence of his own ſtrength, came to 
A deny his Mafter, Max. 26. 7p, 74. for 
D this cauſe God commanded his People 
bu Sn the Law, not only that they ſhould 
e; worfhip no Idol, but that they ſhould 
a- demoliſh all the Monuments of them, 
he that they ſhould make no Covenant, 
8 nor Affinity with thoſe who worſhip 
d them, left they ſhould be drawn by 


In 


its theſe occaſions to commit Tdolatry, Exn. 
ed 2 32, 33. many deceive 'themlelves 
u who think it makes no matter what 
*, Company they keep, what Places the; 
n, come in, they mean not to be corrupte 
7 but only to obſerve the faſhion, or ſa- 
e- tisfy their. Curioſity, and {6 venture 
| on.ctemptation., - OT HS 
tt 1 have read a Story of one ius, 
who being entreated by an importunate 
* Friend to go along with him to a Play- 
le houſe, went, though with no inien- 
Pp ME tion to ſee the Play, but clean contrary, 
it of. ſhutting his Eyes and ſtopping his 
on Ears, that he might neither hear, nor 
iS ſee the Vanities which might + work 
(- in him an inordinate and unlawful de- 
F light, but being thereafter à little while, 
0 fed: bis Eyes and Ears with thoſe vain 
: Sights, and profane Speeches, It was 
| marvellous good Counſel which Jerom 


_— - 
o 


— 
1 
- 
— — — — — — — K . ———— 
* "= 


(92) 
in one of his Epiſtle gives to Leta, 
in order to bringing up of her Daughter 
vertuouſly, he wiſhed her not to ſuf- 
fer her Daughter to ſee thoſe Meats 
which when the ſeeth, might be moved 
to defire them. Though ſome there be 
that think it a great piece of Virture 
to contemn a Pleaſure when it 1s pre- 
ſeat, yet I judge it to be a thing of 
more ſecurity not to know, or ſee that 
thing, which one may not ſafely de- 
fire. The Romans did not well provide 
for the keeping their Law which they 
made, that the Virgins ſhould drink 
no Wine, when they permitted them 


to ſee it; Hlomon's Wiſdom went be- 


yond theirs, Prov. 23. 31. Not to look 


upon it, when it gives the Colour inthe 


Cup, and moveth ſelf aright. 
have read a Story of a young Man, 


who ſome conſiderable time aſter he 


had left the World, and betaken him- 
ſelf to a Monaſtery, received a Packet 
of Letters from his Father and Mo- 
ther, and divers of his Friends, he 
durſt not look on them, but threw 
them into the Fire, with theſe Words, 
Begonc ye thoughts of my Country, and 
barn for Company, for. fear [at ye tempt 
me to look again towards th: Things which 


Thaw forſaken. Take heed of the 'oc- 


caſions 


880 (93) as; 9 
cafions of Sin, occaſion is a ſnare where- 
by a Man becomes a prey to Sin. 

2. Allow not yourſelves in leſſer 
miſcarriages, forbear ſmall Sins, the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel prohibits little 
Sins; the Law faith, Thon ſhall. not 
commit Adultery ; the Goſpel ſaith, Thou 
ſhall not look on a Woman to luſt after 
ber ; when People give liberty to them- 
ſelves in leſſer Sins, they quickly pro- 
ſeed to greater; from ſmaller Oaths 
they quickly fall to deeper, from cu- 
ſtomary vain Swearing to fore Swear- 
ing, from contemplative Venery to 
. s [DP 

Nay, he that will take his liberty 
to the full in things lawful, will 
eaſily be brought to things unlawful, 
Halm 1. 1. Bleſſed is the Man that walketh 
not in the Counſel of the ungodly, nor 
ftandeth in the way of Hinners, nor ſetteth 
in the ſeat of the Scornfull, Ungodly Sin- 
ners are ſuch as Sin nowand then; 
ſcornfull Sinners are ſuch as are har- 
dened in Sin, that they make but a 
jeſt of Sin; and there are three degrees 


of partaking with Sinners, in three 


Words, walking, ſtanding, and ſetting, 
I. To walk in their Counſels, is to 


like and have a mind to their ill Courſes.” 
2. To ſtand in their way, is to re- 


ſolve 
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1 be of their Society. 
is to addict ourſelves — 4 0 their 
Company and ili Courſes. 


3. The facility and aafinels of 1 


ing from one degree of Sin to ano- 
ther, is here Imtimated. 


Courſes of III Men pleaſe us, and 
alure us to immitation, but as yet 
we ſtand not in afixt Reſolution in 
them; but if we do not preſently 
withdraw 'our Feet, by Cuſtom their 
Deeds will prove more pleaſing to us, 
and then we ſtand! among them; if we 


allo ourſelves to ſtand among them, at 
laſt all ſhame being rejected, and God's 


fear repelled, we will wholly addict 
ourſelves. unto them; Men do not at 


the firft ſtep aſcend - ſo high as a Con- 
tempt of God, but after they have be- 


un to give an Ear to ill Counſel, the 
Deril le leads them further on till they 
ruſh into manĩſeſt defection; if you would 
not wilfully and preſumptubuſly tranſ- 
greſs God's Law, allow not yourſelves 
leſſer add lighter Evils. 

_ Salvian in his fourth Book faith, 
that Mankind ruſheth in this order 
into eternal Puniſhment, 1. He kind- 


1. Give Ear 
o ill Counſel, afterwards receive it, 
and Praftiſe it: Bucer obſerves in his 
Expoſition on the ſirſt Halm, 1. The 


leth 


oy 


hs the Fire. 2. Gives ſtrength to it. 
3. Enters the Flame which himſelf hath 
prepared. But when-doth Man firſt be- 
gins to kindle this eternal Flame? 
namely, When he firſt begins to Sin; 
when doth he give ſtrength to it? when 
he adds Sin to Sin; When doth he 
enter into eternal Flames? when her hath 
filled up the ſum of his Sins. Men 
to Puniſhment at once, but by degrees, 
from leſſer to greater. Leſſer Sins make 
Way for greater theſe four wayͤs. 
I. By diſpoſing the Soul for greater, 
in a Man's Body frequent Labours, 
though but a little, beget a fitneſs to 
endure greater; as in a Garment, a lit», 
tle rent make it fit to receive a wider 
it is thus with the Soul, if a Man keeps 
his heart fo careleſly that he ſuffer, 
fome breach 'to be made, he fits it. 
thereby for receiving greater: Saith Cre- 
gory, He which taketh no heed. of the leaſt," 
falls by degrees into greater; as St. Augit- 
line ſaith of his Mother, Too much love 
Wine did ſteal cn ler; this came by 
upping alittle Wine now and then 
when a Girl; this ill Cuſtom would 
have brought on her great Indecencies, 
had not a Servant of her Father's re- 
proacht her, and called her Meridibu- 


lam, 


lam, which St. Auguſtine calls a Curing 
WM et a 
2. By with-drawing that which ſhould 
hinder prone, the fear of God; one 
kind of Sin accuſtomed too, thought 
little, makes the Heart ſo hard, that 
in time it will go one to greater. 
3. Little Sins encourage the Devil 
to come on with ſtrong temptations ; 
a Man's patience in putting up ſmal- 
ler wrongs, dotk hearten an inſolent 
proud Nature to offer him greater In- 
dignities; Modeſty encourageth Im- 
dence to ac its part in a high de- 
_ .gree; Rchiſt the Devil, faith St. James, 
and he will flee from you; if he fly 
When we reſiſt, he will come on when 
we yield. 8 
4. Leſſer Sins cannot be excuſed, 
concealed, or maintained, but by ad- 
ding of greater; if in a temptation we 
admit one Sin though never ſo ſmall, 
he will perſwade us for the deſence 
of that Sin, to yield to more; Sarah's 
laughting at the Angel ended in a lye, 
Gen. 18. 12. P:ter's bare denial of 
Chrift ended in excration and curſing ; 
If you would then be kept from great, 
groſs, preſumptuous violation of God's 
Laws, then allow not yourſelves in leſſer 
miſcarriages. eee 
3 
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keep God's Law as the Apple $f y0r 
Eye, Prov. 7. 2 An unreſolved Man 
is eaſily overturned - when a Tempta- 
tion comes, a Man of two. Minds is 
unſtable, if he be in a god Way, he 
is ſoon turned out of it by an eaſy 
Temptation ;. he that: is unreſolved for 
God, may be ay preſwaded to act 
for the Devit; Childien becauſe unre- 
ſolyed are eaſily cozened-:of their Mo- 
ney and ſo are unreſolved Neopie of 
their Souls. 

If -Foſeph had been fooliſhand fickle, 
be had been preſwaded into à lovin ag 
League, but his Reſolution conquer 
all her Charms; a reſolved Chriſtian, 
has fixt his Foot and will not be xe - 
moved, it muſt be a ſtrong tation 
that muſt blow him 4 
tion is like the Ballaſt of a Ship which 
poiſeth it againſt Wind and eather 
the Advantages of e Ne. wy 
˖ 7 4 of 99 
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Sr tenor; What is the Reafon'St- 


Anh befor? His Converſion was ſo 


joth to leave Sin, and* live Piouſſy? 
Fr was his unreſolvedneſs, when once 
he came to be fixt and reſolved, he broke 
of _ Sins in-a little Time. | 

A reſolute Man ſhall not be trou- 
bled with many Temprations from the 
Devil, or Provocations by his Friends 
and Coitipanions,” eſpecially when His 
Reſolutions are once known; when 
Naomi faw Ruth refolute, ſhe gave over 


| 0 le her ; when St. Paus Com- 


ny Knew he was ſtedfaſtly bent to 
0 8 10 Feru alem, they left off perſwad- 

ing him, Ting. The will of the erde 
done, Aft 21.'1 2 

— A reſolv fiſtun Will 
ea = induced to that which is K. 

is Reſolution ſettles him; the 
Devil may fling his flery darts ef il fug- 
geſtions at him; but he is like a Wall 
of Braſs, beats wem all back, and re- 
as he did; ſo When Friends 
and Acquatmtance dome with their be- 
witching Intreaties to draw us from 
God's ands, if dur Hearts be 
bound to fixed Reſolurion, we ſhull ef- 
cape ins and Dangers'which they 


: fork — 1840 be fted then in 
Wen as + Fea was, who re- 
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ferve the: Lord, Joſhua 24. 15. A thy 
Reſolution be not ſtrong enough to 
hold thee in, back them with Vows; 
the Hraclites were commanded to put 
away their- ſtrange Wives, but becauſe 
it was irkſome to them to leave their 
Wives with whom they had lived many 
Years, on whom they bad begot many 
Children, therefore they were content to 
lay on themſelves a Vow that they would 
do it, Nebe. 5.12. Nehemiah made the 
People Swear and Vow to reſtore the 
Goods they had got by Oppreſſion, 
Nebe. 10. 29. the People entre into a 
Cunſe, and into an Oath to walk in Gods 
Law, aud obſerve all the Commandments of 
the Lord's, and do he. 
Uſe 1. If you would not | wilfully 
and preſumptuouſly tranſgreſs God's 
Law, then take heed of and avoid the 
occaſions of Sin, allow not yourſelves 
in leſſer miſcarriages ; Is Sin the tranſ- 
greſſion of God's Law ? then hereby 
you may judge whether you bate it-4s 
Sin or no, Is Sin odious to you on 
this Account, it may be odious to you 
as it brings ſhame, horror, and hell, 
and you not hate it as Sin; if you 
nate it as Sin, you would hate it be- 
in | | gauſe 


| cauſe it is diſhonourable to God, con- 
=  trary to;his Law; and if you hate it 
M on this Account, then you will hate 
great and little ſecret and open Sins, 
becauſe every Sin is the tranſgreſſion 
of God's Law. If there be any Sin 

in which thou liveſt and thou alloweſt 
thy ſelf in it, thou art but an Hy- 
pocrite, that 1s, a _ Player, for fo 

the Word properly ſignifies, for thou 
doſt carry thy ſelf juſt as they de, for 
the Church is but a Stage for Hypo- 
crites to act their Parts in; for as thoſe 

that act upon a Stage, their fear, joy, 
ſorrow, though they are acted to the 

Life, yet as ſoon as the Play is done, 
there remains not any inapreſſion of 
theſe Affections; if he was ſad before, 

though he acted a part of joy, return 

to his former ſadneſs; and if he ated 

| the part of ſorrow, yet he remain not 

| | ſad when the Play is done, for that 
| thing which he pretended to be ſo much 

|  egrieved for on the Stage; ſo all thy 
baſe Hypoeriſy and Holineſs is but a 
juggle to delude thy ſelf and the World, 
and make thee ap r what thou art not, 
and Hell will be thy Portion, if thou 
- T:1ent not, and leave that darling Luſt 
that thou art glewed to; but if thy 
Heart takes part with the Law, and thou 
232 condemneſt 


? 


—_—— 
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on: condemneft thy ſelf for every Sia, and 
it fincerly deſireth and earnefly endea- 
nate voureſt to conform to every Law of 


ins, God, heartily defiring to have ſtrength 


hon to conquer every Sin, abhorring the 


Sin Sight and Society of thoſe that have 


drawn thee to Sin, avoiding all occaſions 
of Sin, waiting upon God in the. di- 
ligent uſe of all Ordinances, as means 
a} Holineſs and preſervitives from Sin, 
Hou mayeſt then hope thou art a 


*U/e 2. Is Sin the tranſgreſſion of 
God's Law? then are we all Sinners, 
for we have tranſgreſt God's Law, 


and what ſhall we do to get, our Sins 


removed, we muſt go to Ghri/?, he died 
for our Sins, and roſe again for our 
Juſtification, who was made under the 
Law to redeem thoſe that were under 
the Law; Repent therefore of your Sins 
and believe in the Lord 7% (rtl, that 
youſmay be ſaved, be wiſe for your Souls 
good, and being purſued and caft in 
the Court of the Law. fly to tha: 
Heavenly Chancery, the Office of Mercy 
and - Mitigation, which is ſet up in 
the Goſpel, and that while ait is called 
To-day, before the Decree of God's 
=. Wrath 


and we are all condemned by the Law, 


pardoned, and the curſe of the Law 


— 


1 


. 
Wrath be gone forth, for he will not 
always be defpiſed, nor fuffer his-Gob 
pel ever to wait r. obdurate Sin- 

rs, or his Son to ſtand always at our 
Doors as if he ſtood in Need of our 
1 Admittance; if you are refolved to 

contemn Grace, and keep your Luk, 
| 


and judge yourſelves unworthy of E- 
ternal Life, and ſtand in Contempt 
| and Rebellion againſt his Court of 
= Mercy, he will diſmiſs yeu to th* 
1 Court of Juſtice ; what wilt thou do f 
1 thou ſhouldeft be draged before Chr ii 
Wi Tribunal, and have all the Sins that 
ever thou did'ſt commit charged upon 
. thee, and no Advocate to plead for thee, 
and then the Sentence of Damnation 
paſſed upon thee, and thou not able 


11 with all thy Cries to obtain one Dram H 

of that Mercy which thou haſt in thy W 

14 Lifo Time deſpiſed; when thou ſhall 
hereafter peep out of the Grave, whi- 2 


— | ther wilt thou go from the Preſence 
of him that fits on the Throne to exe- 
| cute Vengeance on Impenitent hard 
| hearted Sinners. 2 

11 Do not hate that Man, who in love 
1 to your Soul, perſwadgs you to leave 
and hate your Sins, do not deſpiſe that 
| Love an Mercy, that offers you Par- 
| don upan your Repentance. Learn to 


Judge 
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